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Q.  WHA  T  is  the  chief  and  highejl 
end  of  man  ? 

A.  Man's  chief  and  highest  end  is  to 
glorify  Godj  and  fully  to  enjoy  him 
forever. 

0.  How  doth  it  appear  that  there  is  a 
Golf 

A*  The  very  light  of  nature  in  man, 
and  the  works  of  God^  declare  plainly 
that  there  is  a  God  ;  but  his  word  and 
fpirit  only  do  fufficicntly  and  effectually 
reveal  him  unto  men  for  their  falvation. 
What  is  the  word  of  God  ? 

A.  The  holy  fcriptures  of  the  old  and 
new  teftament  are  the  word  of  God,  the 
only  rule  of  faith  and  obedience. 

Horn  doth  it  appear  that  the  fcrip- 
iures  are  the  word  of  God  ? 

A.  The  fcriptures  raanifeft  ihem- 
felves  to  be  the  vv'ord  of  God  by  their 
majefty  and  purity  ;  by  the  confent  of 
all  the  partSj  and  the  fcope  of  the  whole 
which  is  to  give  ail  glory  to  God  ;  by 
their  light  and  power  to  convince  and 
convert  finners,  to  comfort  and  build 
up  believers  unto  falvation  ;  but  the 
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pirk  of  God  bearing  witnefs  by  and 
\virh  the  fcriptures  in  the  heart  of  man, 
is  alone  able  fully  to  pcrfuade  it  that 
they  arc  the  very  word  of  God. 

What  do  the  fcriptures  principally 
teack  ? 

A.  The  fcriptures  principally  teach, 
what  man  is  to  believe  concerning  God^ 
and  what  duty  God  requires  of  man, 

^.  What  do  the  fcriptures  make  known 
of  God  ? 

A,  The  fcriptures  make  knowawhat 
God  is,  the  perfons  in  the  Godhead^ 
his  decrees  ^od  the  execution  of  his 
decrees. 

What  is  God  ? 

A.  God  is  a  Spirit,  in  and  of  him- 
felf,  infinite,  in  being,  glory,  blessed- 
xiess  and  perfection  ;  ail-fufiicient,  e- 
ternai,  unchangeable,  incomprehenfs- 
ble,  every  where  prefent,  almighty, 
knowing  all  things,  mof^.  wife,  moft 
holy,  moft  just,  moft  merciful  and  gra- 
cious, long-fuffering,  and  abundant  in 
goodnefs  a-nd  truth. 

^.  Art  there  more  Gods  than  one  ? 

A.  There  is  but  one  only,  tne  liv- 
ing and  true  God. 
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Q.  Hgzu  many  perfons  art  there  vi 
the  Godhead  ? 

A.  There  are  three  perfons  ia  the 
Godhead,  the  Father,  the  Son,  and 
the  Holy  Ghofi: ;  and  these  three  are 
one  true  eternal  God,  the  fame  in  fub- 
flance^  equal  in  power  and  glory  ;  al- 
though diftinguiihed  by  their  perfonal 
properties. 

^2-  What  are  the  perfonal  properties 
ej  the  three  perfons  in  the  Godhead  ? 

A.  It  is  proper  to  the  Father  to  be- 
get the  Son,  and  to  the  Son  to  be  be- 
gotten of  the  Father,  and  to  the  Holy 
Ghoft  to  proceed  from  the  Father  and 
the  Son  frorn  a!!  eternity. 

Q^.  Hqxv  doth  it  appear  that  the  Son 
and  the  Holy  Ghofi  arc  God  equal  -with 
the  Father  ? 

A.  The  fcriptures  manifeO:  that  the 
Son  and  the  Holy  Ghoft  are  God  e- 
qual  with  the  Faiherjafcribing  unto  them 
fucb  names,  attributes,  works,  and 
worship,  as  are  proper  to  God  only. 
What  are  the  decrees  of  God  ? 

A.  God's  decrees  are  the  wife,  free 
%nd  holy  a^ls  of  the  counfelof  his  wiUg 
whereby^  from  all  eternity^  he  hath^ 
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for  bis  own  glory,  uncliai>geably  fore- 
ordained whatfoever  comes  (o  pafs  in 
time,  efpecially  concerning  angels  and 
men. 

0.  What  hath  God  efpeciaUf  decreed 
concerning  angels  and  men  ? 

A.  God  by  an  eternal  and  immuta^ 
ble  decree,  out  of  hiS  mere  love,  for 
the  praife  of  his  glorious  grace,  lo  be 
manifefted  in  due  time,   haih  deOed 
fome  angels  to  glory  ;   and  in  Chriil 
haih  choien  fome  rrien  to  eternal  life, 
and  the  means  thereof;  and  a!fo  accor- 
ding to  his  (bvereign  power  and  ih^  un- 
fearchable    counfe!    of  his  own  will 
(whereby  he  extendeth  or  wiibholdeth 
iavor  as  he  pleafeih)  halh  palfed  by 
and  fore-ordained  the  reti  to  difhoru)r 
and  wrath,  to  he  for  their  bn  inflided, 
to  ihe  praife  of  the  glory  of  his  juftice. 
0,  How  doihGod  execute  his  decrees  ? 
A.  Godexecuteth  his  decrees  in  the 
works  of  creation  and  providence,  ac- 
cording to  his  infallible  fore-knowledge, 
and  the  iVee  and  immutable  connfeis  of 
bis  own 

What  IS  the  xvork  of  creation  ? 
A.   The  Work  of  creation  is  that 
wherein  God  did  in  the  beginning,  by 


ihe  word  of  his  power,  make  of  nothing 
the  world  and  all  things  therein,  for 
himfeit,  withiri  the  fpace  of  fix  days^ 
and  all  very  good. 

Q.  How  did  God  create  angels  ? 

A.  God  created  a!!  the  angels  fpirits, 
immor$al,  holy,  excelling  in  knowledge, 
mighty  in  power,  to  execute  his  com- 
mandments, and  to  praife  his  iaame,  yet 
fubjec:  to  change, 

^.  Hozv  did  God  create  man  ? 

A.  After  God  had  made  ail  oth-r^r 
Greatureshe  created  aian  male  and  fe- 
male ;  formed  the  body  of  the  man  of 
the  duft  of  the  .ground,  and  the  womaa 
of  ihe  rib  of  man  ;  endued  them  with 
living,  rfxalbnable,  and  immortal  fouls  ; 
made  theai  after  his  own  image,  in 
knowledge,  righteoufncfsjand  hohne^s; 
having  the  law  of  God  written  in  their 
hearts,  and  power  to  fulhl  it,  with  do- 
minion over  die  creatures  ;  yet  fubjeft 
to  faiK 

O.  V/hatareGod'stvorks  of  providence? 
A.  God's  works  of  providence  are 
his  moit  holy,  wife,  and  powerful,  pre- 
fci  ving  and  governing  all  his  creatures  ; 
i>^rdering  them  and  all  their  actions^  iQ 
his  osvn  glory. 


PQ.  IVhai  is  God's  providence  tozv^m 
he  angels  ?  ^  " 
^  A.  God  by  his  providence  permit- 
ted fome  of  the  angds  wilfully  and  irrc- 
coverably,  to  fall  into  fin  and  damna- 
tion, limiting  and  ordering  that,  and  all 
their  fins,  to  his  own  glory  ;  and  ef- 
tablifiied  the  reft  in  hohne/s'and  happi- 
ness ;  employing  them  all,  at  his  plea- 
fare,  in  the  adminiftration  of  his  power, 
mercy,  and  juftice. 

0.  What  was  the  providence  of  God 
toward  man  in  the  ejiaie  in  zvliich  he  was 
created  ? 

A.  The  providence  of  God  toward 
man  in  the  eftate  in  which  he  u  ascrea- 
ted  was  the  placing  him  in  paradile,  ap- 
pointing him  to  dress  it,  giving  him  li- 
berty to  eat  of  the  fruit  of  the  earth  ; 
putur>g  the  creatures  under  his  domin- 
ion, and  ordaining  marriage  for  his 
help  \  affording  him  communion  with 
himfelf;  inftltuung  the  fabbath  ;  en- 
tering into  a  covenant  of  life  with  him. 
upon  condition  of  perfonaljperfeQ:,  and 
perpetual  obedience,  of  which  the  tree 
of  life  was  a  pledge ;  and  forbidding  to 
eat  of  the  tree  of  knowledge*  of  good 
and  eviL 
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Q,  Did  man  continue  in  that  ejlale 
wherein  God  at  Hrjl  created  him  ? 

A.  Our  firit  parents^,  being  left  to 
the  freedom  of  their  own  wiii,  through 
the  temptation  of  fatan,  tranfgreffed  the 
commandmerit  of  God  in  eating  the  for- 
bidden fruit ;  and  thereby  fell  from  the 
eflate  of  innocency  wherein  they  were 
created. 

Did  all  mankind  fall  in  that  firft 
iranfgreJfiGn  ? 

A.  The  covenant  being  made  with 
Adam^  as  a  pubHc  perfon^  not  for  him- 
felf  only,  but  for  his  pofterity,  all  man^ 
kind,  defcending  from  him  by  ordinary 
generation^  finned  in  him,  and  fell  vvuh 
him  in  that  firft  tranfgreffion. 

0.  Into  what  ejlale  did  the  Jail  bring 
mankind  ? 

A.  The  fall  broagbt  rnankind  into 
an  eftate  of  nn  and  mifery/^ 

0.  What  IS.  hn  ? 

A.  Sin  is  any  ^^ant  of  conformity 
unto,  or  uaDs^reiiion  of  any  law  of 
God,  given  as  a  ruie  to  the  reaionabis 
cream  re. 

Q.  Wherein  Lonfjteth  ike  Jin  fiiln  J,  rf 
"that  cRute  whercinto  man  fell  ? 
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A.  The  finfufnefs  of  that  eftate 
whereinto  man  fell,  confifteth  in  the 
guilt  of  Adam's  firft  fin,  the  want  of 
that  righteoufnefs  wherein  he  was  crea- 
ted, and  the  corruption  of  his  nature, 
whereby  he  is  utterly  indifpofed,  dila- 
bled  and  made  oppofite  unto  all  that  is 
fpiritually  good,  and  wholly  inclined  to 
all  evil,  and  that  continually  ;  which  is 
commonly  called  original  fin,  and  from 
which  do  proceed  all  actual  tranfgref-  [ 

Q.  Hozo  is  original Jin  conveyed  from 
sur  Jirjl  farenls  unto  their  pojlerity  ? 

A.  Original  fin  is  conveyed  from 
our  firft  parents  unto  their  pofterity  by 
natural  generation,  fo  as  all  that  pro- 
ceed  from  them  in  that  way  are  con- 
ceived and  born  in  fin. 

What  mifery  did  the  fall  bring 
upon  7nankind  ? 

A.  The  fall  brought  upon  mankind  ^ 
the  lofs  of  communion  with  God,  his 
difpleafure  and  curfe,  fo  as  we  are  by  \ 
mature  children  of  wrath,  bond-flaves 
to  fatan,  and  jaftly  liable  to  all  punifli-  • 
ments  in  this  world  and  that  which  is  i 
to  comeo 
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What  art  the  punijhmtnts  of  Jin 
in  this  world  ? 

A.  The  punifhments  of  fin  in  this 
world  are  either  inward,  as  blindnefs  of 
mind,  a  reprobate  fenfe,  ftrong  delu- 
fions,  hardnefs  of  heart,  horrors  of  con- 
fcience,  and  vile  afFedions  ;  or  out- 
ward, as  the  curfe  of  God  upon  the 
creatures  for  our  fakes  ;  and  all  other 
evils  that  befall  us  in  our  bodies,  names, 
eftates,  relations  and  employments  ; 
together  with  death  itfelf. 

Q^.  What  are  the  punijhments  of  fm  in 
the  world  to  come  ? 

A.  The  punifhments  of  fin  in  the 
world  to  come,  are,  everlafting  (epara- 
tion  from  the  comfortable  presence  of 
God,  and  mod  grievous  torments  in 
foul  and  body,  without  intermiiiion,  in 
hell-fire  for  ever. 

^.  Doth  God  Icdve  all  mankind  to 
perijh  m  a  jlatc  of  Jin  and  mijery  ? 

A.  God  doth  not  leave  all  men  to 
perifh  in  the  eftate  of  fin  and  mifery, 
into  which  they  fell  by  the  breach  of 
the  firft  covenant,  commonly  called  the 
covenant  of  works  ;  but  of  his  mere 
love  and  mercy  delivereih  his  elect  out 


bf  itj  and  bringelh  them  into  an  eftatc 
of  faivation  by  the  fecond  covenant, 
commonly  called  the  covenant  of  grace. 

With  tvhom  was  iht  covtnant  of 
grace  inade  ? 

A,  The  covenant  of  grace  was  made 
with  Chrift  as  the  fecond  Adam,  and 
in  him  with  a!!  the  elcfcl  as  his  feed. 

Q^.  How  is  the  grace  of  God  manifejl- 
ed  in  the  fecond  covenant  f 

A.  The  grace  of  God  is  maoifcfted 
in  the  fecond  covenant,  in  that  he  free- 
ly provideih  and  offerelh  to  finners  a 
mediator,  and  life  and  faivation  by  him; 
and  requiring  faith  as  the  condition  to 
intereft  them  in  him,  promifeth  and  gi- 
veth  his  holy  fpirit  to  all  his  elect,  u> 
work  in  them  that  faith,  with  all  other 
^^ving  graces;  and  to  enable  them  un- 
to all  holy  obedience,  as  the  evidence  of 
the  truth  of  their  faith,  and  thankful- 
nefs  to  God,  and  as  the  way  which  he 
hath  appointed  them  to  faivation. 

Was  the  covenant  of  grace  always 
adminijiercd  after  one  and  the  fames 
manner  ? 

A.  The  covenant  of  grace  was  noi 
always  adminiftcred  after  the  fame  man- 
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Tier,  bat  the  adminiftrations  of  k  under 
the  oid  teftamenL  were  different  from 
thofe  under  the  new. 

Q.  How  was  the  covenant  of  grace  ad-- 
minijlered  under  the  old  tejlamcnt  ^ 

A.  The  covenant  of  grace  was  ad^ 
miniftered  under  the  old  teftament,  by 
promifes,  prophecies,  facrifices,  cir^ 
cumcifion,  the  paffover,  and  other 
types  and  ordinances  ;  which  did  all 
forelignify  Chrift  then  to  come,  and 
were  for  that  tirac  fufficient  to  build  up 
the  ele£t  in  faich  in  the  promifed  Mef- 
fiah,  by  whom  they  then  had  full  re- 
iniffion  of  fin  and  eternal  falvation. 

0.  How  is  the  covenant  of  grace  ad- 
fninijlered  under  the  new  te[iament  ? 

A.  Under  the  new  teftament,  when 
Chrift  the  fubftance  was  exhibited,  the 
fame  covenant  of  grace  was  and  ftil! 
is  to  be  adminiftered  in  the  preaching 
of  the  word,  and  the  adminiitration  of 
the  facramentsofbaptifm  and  the  Lord's 
fupper;  in  which  grace  and  falvation 
^re  held  forth  in  more  fuloefs^  evidence, 
and  efficacy  to  all  nations, 

^.  Who  is  the  Mediator  of  the  cove- 
nant  of  grace? 
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A.  The  only  Mediator  of  the  cove- 
nant of  grace  is  the  Lord  Jefus  Chrift, 
who  being  the  eler nai  fon  of  God,  of 
one  fubftance  and  equal  wiih  ihe  fa- 
ther in  the  fulnefs  of  time  became  man, 
and  fo  v/as  and  continues  to  be  God 
and  man  in  two  entire  difl:in£t  natures 
and  one  perfon  forever. 

How  did  Chrijl  being  the  Son  of 
Gedy  become  man  ? 

A.  Cbrift  the  Son  of  God  became 
man^by  taking  to  him^felf  a  true  body, 
and  a  reafonable  foul,  being  conceived 
by  the  power  of  the  Holy  Glioft,  in  the 
womb  of  the  virgin  Mary,  of  her  fub- 
ftance, ^nd  born  of+ier  yet  without  fin. 

0.  Wliy  ivas  it  requi/ile  that  the  Mc-' 
diaiorjhculd  be  Cod  ? 

A.  It  u^as  requinte  that  the  Mediator 
fliould  be  God,  that  he  might  iuitain 
and  keep  the  human  nature  from  {ink- 
ing under  the  infinite  wrath  of  God, 
and  the  power  of  death  ;  give  worth 
and  efficacy  to  his  fufferings, obedience, 
and  interceffion  ;  and  fo  fatisfy  God  s 
juftice^  procure  his  favor,  purchafc  a 
.peculiar  people,  give  his  fpirit  to  them* 
conquer  ali  their  enemies,  and  biiog 
theiB  to  everlailiog  falvatioiK 
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Why  was  it  requifite  that  the  Me- 
j     <?^fl^or Jliouldbc  man  ? 

a.  It  was  requifite  that  the  Mediator 
fhould  be  man,  that  he  might  advance 
our  nature,  perform  obedience  to  the 
law,  fufFer  and  make  interceffion  for  us 
in  our  nature,  have  a  fellow-feehng  of 
our  infirmities  ;  that  we  might  receive 
the  adoption  of  fons,  and  have  comfort 
and  accefs  with  boldnefs  unto  thethrone 
j'l    of  grace. 

^.  Why  zoas  it  rcquijite  that  the  Me' 
diator  Jhould  be  God  and  man  in  ons 
ferfon  ? 

A.  It  was  requifite  that  the  Media- 
tor, who  was  to  reconcile  God  and  man 
fiiould  himfelf  be  both  God  and  man^ 
and  this  in  one  perfon  y  that  the  pro- 
per works  of  each  nature  might  be  ac- 
.     cepted  of  God  for  us,  and  rehed  on 
!|:    by  us,  as  the  works  of  the  whole  perfoUo 
Why  was  our  Mediator  called  Jefus  I 
A.  Our  Mediator  was  called  Jefus, 
becaufe  he  faveth  his  people  from  their 
fins. 

Q^,  Why  was  our  Mediatar  called 
Chrifi  ? 

A,  Our  Mediator  was  called  Chrift^, 
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becaufe  lie  was  anointed  with  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  above  meafure;  and  io  fet  a- 
part,  and  fully  furniihed  with  ail  authc 
rity  and  ability,  to  execute  the  office 
ofpropbet,prieftand  king  of  his  church 
in  the  eltate  both  of  his  hunniiliation  and 
exaltation* 

Q.  How  doth  Chrijl  execute  the  cjice 
of  a  prophet  ? 

A.  Chrift  exccuteth  the  office  of  a 
prophet,  in  his  revealing  to  the  church 
in  ail  ages,  by  his  fpirit  and  word,  ia 
divers  ways  of  adminiflration,thc  whole 
will  of  God,  in  all  things  concerning 
iheir  edification  and  falvation. 

Q.  How  doth  Chriji  execute  the  ojjiu 
of  a  priefi  ? 

A.  Chrift  exccuteth  the  office  of  a 
prieft,  in  his  once  offering  hirafelf  a  fa- 
crifice  without  fpot  to  God,  to  be  a  re« 
conciliation  for  the  fins  of  his  people  ; 
and  in  making  continualinterceffion  for 
ibem. 

(l.  Hew  doth  Chrift  execute  the  c>ffic^ 
€'f  a  khig;  f  ^ 

A.  Chrift  executeth  the  office  of 
5i  king,  in  calling  out  of  the  world  a 
people  to  himfelf,  and  giving  them  cf» 
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ficers,  law,  and  ccnfuresj  by  whicfe 
he  vifibly  governs  them  ;  in  beftowing 
faving  grace  upon  his  elect,  rewarding 
their  obedience,  and  correcting  iheoi. 
for  their  fins,  preferving  and  fupport- 
ing  them  under  ail  their  temptations  and 
fufferings,  reftraining  and  overcoming 
all  their  enemies,  and  powerfully  order- 
ing all  things  for  his  own  glory,  and 
their  good ;  and  alfo  in  taking  vengeance 
on  the  refl:  who  know  not  God,  and 
obey  not  the  gofpel. 

Q.  What  was  the  Jiatc  of  ChrijVs  hu- 
miliation ? 

A.  The  eftatc  of  Chrift's  huiniliaiion 
was  that  low  condition  whercia  he,  for 
our  fakes,  emptying  himfelfofhis  glory, 
took  upon  him  the  form  of  a  fervant,^^ 
in  his  conceptions  and  birth,  life,  death, 
and  after  bis  death  untiUhis  refurre8ion, 

(2-  How  did  Chrijl  humhU  hi^njelf  irk 
his  conception  and  birth  ? 

A.  Chrift  humbled  himfelf  in  his  con- 
ception and  birth,  in  that,  being  from 
all  eternity  the  fon  of  God  in  the  bofom 
of  the  father,  he  was  pleased  in  thefai- 
nefs  of  time  to  become  the  fon  of  man^ 
made  of  a  woman  of  low  eflate,  and  to 
B  2 
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be  born  of  her,  with  divers  circumiian- 
ces  of  more  than  ordinary  abafement. 
Q.  How  didChriJi  humble  himfclfin 

his  iijc  ? 

A.  Chnii  humbled  himfelf  in  his  iife^ 
by  fubjtfling  hirnfelf  to  the  law,  Vvhich 
he  perFecliy  fulfilled;  and  by  conflict- 
ing wuh  the  indignities  of  the  world, 
lemptaiions  of  Satan,  and  infirmities  in 
his  ilefhj  whciher  common  to  the  na- 
ture cr  man,  or  particularly  accompa- 
nying^ that  his  low  condition. 

0.  Hoiu  did  Chrtjl  humble  himfclf  in 
~'is  dtaiii  ? 

A.  Chrilt  humbled  himfelf  in  his  death 
in  that  having  been  betrayed  by  Judas, 
forfaken  by  his  difciples,  fcorned  and 
rejefited  by  the  world,  condemned  by 
Pilate,  and  tormented  by  bis  perfecu- 
tors ;  having  also  confliSed  with  the  ter- 
rors ofdeath,  and  the  powers  of  darknefs, 
felt  and  borne  the  weight  of  God's  wrath 
he  laid  down  his  Hfe  an  offering  for  fin, 
enduring  the  painful,  iliameful,  and 
curfed  death  of  the  crofs. 

Wherein  confijied  Chriji's  humili- 
ation after  his  death  ? 

A.  Chrifl's  humiliation  after  his  death 
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confifted  in  his  being  buried,  and  con^ 
tinuing  in  the  ftate  of  the  dead^  and 
under  the  power  of  death  till  the  third, 
day  ;  which  hath  been  othervv'ife  ex- 
prefled  in  thefe  words.  He  dejcendcd  in- 
to hell 

What  is  the  ejlatc  cj  Chrijt:^  ck^ 
oliation  ? 

A.  The  eftate  of  Chrifl's  exaUatioa 
comprehendeth  his  refurreftion,  afcen- 
lion,  fitting  at  the  right  hand  of  the 
Father,  and  bis  coming  again  to  j  udge 
the  world. 

0,  Hoiv  was  Chrijl  exalted  in  his  re- 
forrcBion  ? 

A.  Chrift  was  exalted  in  his  refur^ 
reOion,  in  that,  not  having  feen  cor- 
ruption in  death,  (of  which  it  was  not 
poffible  for  him  to  be  held)  and  having 
ihe  very  fame  body  in  which  he  fufFer- 
edj  with  the  effential  properties  thereof 
(but  without  mortality,  and  other  com- 
liion  infirmiiies  belonging  to  this  life) 
really  united  to  his  foul,  he  rofe  again 
from  the  dead  the  third  day  by  his  own 
power;  whereby  he  declared  himfelf  to 
be  the  Son  of  God,  to  have  fatisfied  di- 
vmcjuftice,  to  have  vanquiCaed  deatb^ 
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and  him  that  had  the  power  of  it;  and 
to  be  Lord  of  quick  and  dead;  all 
u'hich  he  did  as  a  public  perfon,  the 
bead  of  his  church,  for  their  juftifica- 
fjon,  quickening  in  grace,  fupport  a- 
gamit  enemies,  and  to  aflTure  them  of 
their  re  fun  eel  ion  from  the  dead  at  the 
lall:  day. 

Q.  Hcxv  wss  Chrijl  exalted  in  his  a[- 

cci-jicn  ?  ' 

A.  Cbrift  was  exalted  in  his  afcen^ 
fion,  in  that  having  after  his  refurrec- 
tion,  often  appeared  unto  and  conver- 
fed  with  his  apoPiles,  fpeaking  to  them 
of  the  things  pertai.iing  to  tiie  kingdom 
of  God,  and  giving  them  commiffion 
to  preach  the  gofpel  to  all  nations,  for- 
ty  days  after  his  refurreaion,  he  in  our 
nature,  and  as  our  head,  triumphing  o- 
ver  enemies,  vifibly  went  up  into  the 
bigheft  heavens,  there  to  receive  gifts 
for  men,  to  raife  up  our  affeflions  thi- 
ther,  and  to  prepare  a  place  for  us 
where  himfeif  is,  and  lliaii  continue  till 
bis  fecond  coming  at  the  end  of  the 
v,'or!d. 

Q.  Hgv)  is  Chrijl  exalted  in  his  fit- 
tivS  at  the  right  hand  of  God  ? 
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A.  Chrift  is  exalted  in  his  fitting  at 
the  right  haPfd  of  God  in  that  as  God- 
inan^  he  is  advanced  to  the  higheit  fa» 
vor  with  God  the  Father,  with  all  fuU 
nefs  of  joy,  glory,  and  power  overall 
things  in  heaven  and  earth,  and  doth 
gather  and  defend  his  church,  and  fub- 
due  their  enemies  ;  furnifncth  his  min- 
ifters  and  people  with  gifts  and  graces^ 
and  maketh  interccffion  for  them. 

O.  How  doth  Chrijl  make  inter cejfion?' 

A.  Chrift  maketh  interceffion,  by  his 
appearing  in  our  nature  continually 
before  the  Father  in  heaven,  in  the  me- 
rit of  his  obedience  and  facrifice  on 
earth,  declaring  his  will  to  have  it  ap- 
phed  to  all  believers  ;  anfwering  all  ac- 
cufations  againft  them,  and  procuring 
for  them  quiet  of  confcience,  notwiih- 
ftanding  daily  failings,  accefs  with  bold- 
nefs  to  the  throne  of  grace,  and  accept- 
ance of  their  perfons  and  fervices. 

Q.  IIozv  is  Chrijl  to  be  exalted  m  hii 
coming  again  to  judge  the  world  ? 

A.  Chrift  is  tabe  exalted  in  his  com- 
ing again  lo  judge  the  v;orld,  in  that  ho 
who  was  unjuftty  judged  and  condemn- 
ed by  wicked  men^,  fhall  come  again  at 
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the  laft  day  in  great  power,  and  in  the 
full  manifeRaticn  of  his  own  glory, 
and  of  his  Father's,  with  all  his  holy 
angels,  with  a  fiiout,  mih  the  voice  of 
the  archangel,  and  with  the  trumpet  of 
God,  to  judge  the  world  in  righteouf- 
ncfs. 

Q.  What  benefits  hath  Chrijl  procic-^ 
red  by  his  mediation  ? 

A.  ChriR  by  his  mediation,  hath  pro- 
cured redemption,  with  all  other  bene- 
fits of  the  covenant  of  grace. 

Q.  How  do  we  covie  to  be  made  par^ 
takers  of  the  benefits  which  Chriji  hath 
procured  ? 

A.  We  are  made  partakers  of  the  be- 
nefits which  Chriit  hath  procured,  by 
the  application  of  them  unto  us,  which 
is  the  work  efpeciaUy  of  God  the  Holy 
Ghoft.  ^ 

Q.  Who  are  made  partakers  oj re^ 
de?npcion  through  Chrifi  ? 

A.  Redemption  is  certainly  applied 
end  efFeflually  communicated,  to  all 
ihofe  for  whom  Chrift  hath  purchafed  it; 
who  are  in  time  by  the  Holy  Ghoft  e- 
cabled  to  believe  in  Chrift  according  tq 
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Q.  Can  they  zuho  have  never  heard  ike 
gtfpel^  and  Jo  know  not  Jejus  Chrijl^  nor 
btlicvc  in  him,  be Javed  by  their  living 
according  to  the  light  of  nature  ? 

A.  They  who  have  never  beard  the 
gofpel  know  not  Jefus  Chrift,  and  be- 
lieve not  in  him,  cannot  be  faved,  be 
they  never  fo  dihgentto  frame  their  lives 
according  to  the  light  of  nature  or  the 
lav/  of  thai  religion  which  they  profefs  3 
neither  is  there  falvation  in  any  other 
but  in  Chrift  alone,  who  is  the  Saviour 
orily  of  his  body  the  Church. 

Q.  Arc  all  they  Javed  who  hear  the 
gofpel  and  live  in  the  Church  ? 

A.  All  that  h|ar  the  gofpel  and  live 
in  the  vihblecburch,  are  not  faved  ;  but 
they  only  who  are  true  inembers  o*  the 
church  invihble. 

•Q.  What  is  ihe  vifhic  church  ? 

Ar  The  vifibie  church  is  a  fociety 
nmde  up  of  all  fuch,  as  in  all  ages  and 
places  in  the  woHd  do  profefs  the  true 
religion,  and  of  their  children. 

¥/hat  are  ihe  fpccial  privileges  of 
the  vifiblc  church  ? 

A.  The  viiible  church  hath  the  pri- 
vilege of  being  under  God's  Ipeciai 
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care  and  government;  of  being  proted- 
ed  and  preferved  ia  all  ages  noiwith- 
ftanding  the  oppofition  of  all  enenriics; 
and  ofenjoying  the  conlmunion  of  faints 
the  ordinary  means  of  lalvaiion,  and 
offers  of  grace  by  Chrift  to  all  the  mem- 
bers of  it  in  the  miniftry  of  the  gofpel, 
tellifying  that  whofoevcr  believes  in  him 
fhall  be  favedj  and  excluding  none  that 
will  come  unto  him. 

O.  What  is  tin  invijible  church  ? 

A.  The  invifibie  church  is  the  whole 
number  of  the  elett,  that  have  been, 
are,  or  fhall  be  gathered  into  one  und::'r 
Chriil  the  head. 

Q.  What  fpecial  benefits  do  the  members 

the  invifible  church  enjoy  by  Chrijl  ? 

A.  The. members  of  the  invifible 
church,  by  Chriil,  enjoy  union  and 
communion  with  him  in  grace  and 
glory. 

■Q.  What  is  that  union  which  the  chct 
have  with  Chrijl  ? 

A.  The  union  which  the  elect  b*  ve 
with  Chrift,  is  the  work  of  God's  grace, 
whereby  they  are  fpiritually  and  inWli- 
cally,  yet  really  and  inreparabf;/  joio  c^d 
to  Chrift  as  their  head  and  liufoaai  i  ; 
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which  is  done  in  their  eiFcflual  calling* 

Q.  What  is  effeBual  calling  ? 

A.  EfFctiual  calling  is  the  work  of 
God^s  almighty  power  and  graccjwhere- 
hy  (out  of  his  free  and  fpecial  love  to 
hiscleCt,  and  from  nothing  in  them  mo- 
ving him  thereunto)  he  doth  in  his  ac- 
cepted time  invite  and  draw  them  to  Je- 
/fus  Chrilt,  by  his  word  and  fpirit^  fa- 
vingly  enlightening  their  minds,  renew- 
ing and  powerfully  determining  their 
wills,  fo  as  they  (akhough  in  themfelves 
dead  in  fin)  are  hereby  made  willing 
and  able  freely  to  anfwer  his  call,  and 
to  accept  and  embrace  the  grace  offer- 
ed and  conveyed  therein. 

O.  Are  the  deH  only  ejfecmally  called  ? 

A.  All  the  eleft  and  they  only  are 
cfFedually  called;  although  others  may 
be.  and  often  are  outwardly  called  by 
the  miniftry  of  the  word,  and  have  feme 
com  mon  operations  of  the  fpirit  ;  \vhx> 
for  their  wilful  negle6i  and  contempt  of 
the  grace  offered  to  them,  being  juftiy 
left  in  their  unbelief,  do  never  trul/ 
come  to  Jefus  Chriii. 

What  is  the  ccmmunion  in  grace y 
C 
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mliich  the  members  of  the  invijiblc  church 
have  tvith  Chrijl  ? 

A.  The  communion  in  mce,  which 
the  members  of  the  invifibie  church 
have  with  Chriftj  is  their  partaking  of 
the  virtue  ef  his  mediation,  in  their  juf* 
tificatioHj  adoption,  fanflification  and 
whatever  elfe  in  this  life  manifefts  their 
union  with  him. 

Q.  What  is  jujlijication  ? 

A.  Juftification  is  an  aft  of  God's 
free  grace  unto  finners,  into  which  he 
pardoncth  all  their  fin,  accepteth  and 
ar.counteth  their  perfons  righteous  in 
his  fight;  not  for  anything  wrought 
in  them  or  done  by  them,  but  only  for 
the  perfeft  obedience  and  full  lacisiac- 
tion  of  Chrift,  by  God  imputed  to 
them,  and  received  by  faiih  alone. 

Q.  How  is  jujlifuation  an  aB  cf 
God's  free  grace  ? 

A.  Although  Chrift  by  his  obedience 
and  death  did  make  a  proper,  real  and 
full  faiisfaBion  to  God's  juRice  in  the 
behalf  of  them  that  are  juftined  :  yet  in 
as  much  as  God  accepteth  the  fatisfac-  j 
tion  from  a  furety, which  he  might  have  i 
demanded  of  them  ;   and  did  provide  I 


|!  ^this  furety  his  only  Son,  imputing  hh 
righteoufnefs  to  them,  and  requiring 
nothing  of  ihem  for  their  juftificatioa 

j  but  faith,  which  alfo  is  his  gift,  their 
juilification  is  to  them  of  free  grace. 

f       Q.  V/hat  is  jufiifying  faith  ? 

'  A.  Juftifying  faith  is  a  faving  grace^. 
wrought  in  the  heart  of  a  finner  by  the 
fpiritand  the  word  of  God,  whereby 
he  being  convinced  of  his  fin  and  mife- 

'  ry,  and  of  the  difability  in  himfeif  and 

'  all  other  creatures  to  recover  him  out 
of  his  loft  condition,  not  only  alTenteth 
to  the  truth  of  the  prornife  of  the  gofpcj^ 
but  receiveth  and  refteth  upon  Chrift 

I   and  his  righteoufnefs  therein  held  forth^ 

!  for  pardon  of  fin,  and  for  the  accept- 
ing and  accounting  of  his  perfon  rights 
eous  in  the  fight  of  God  for  falvaiion, 

Q.  Houj  doth  faith  jnfiijy  a  fmntr  m 
the  fight  of  God  ? 

A.  Faith  juftifies  a  finner  in  the  fight 

jj  of  God,    not  becaufe  of  thofe  other 

|i  graces  which  do  always  accompany  it^ 
or  of  good  works  that  are  the  fruits  of 
it  ;  nor  as  if  the  grace  of  faith,  or  any 
att  thereof,  were  imputed  to  him  foF 
his  juftification ;  but  only  as  it  is  an  in- 
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ftrument  by  which  he  receiveth  and  ap« 
plieth  Chrill  and  his  righieoufnefs. 

Q.  IVhat  is  adoptiQn  ? 

A.  Adoption  is  an  a£l  of  the  free 
grace  of  God,  in  and  for  his  only  fon 
Jefus  Chrift,  whereby  all  thofe  that  arc 
juftifiedj  are  received  into  the  nunnber 
of  his  children,  have  his  name  put  upon 
ihcm,  the  fpirit  of  his  fon  given  to  theiDj 
are  under  his  fatherly  care,  and  difpen- 
fation,  admitted  to  all  the  liberties  and 
privileges  of  the  fons  of  God,  made 
heirs  of  all  the  promifes,  and  fellow- 
heirs  with  Chnft  in  glory. 

O.  What  is  fandification  ? 

A.  SanQification  is  a  work  of  God's 
grace,  whereby  they  whom  God  hath 
before  the  foundation  of  the  world  cho= 
fen  to  be  holy,  are  in  time,  through 
the  powerful  operation  of  his  fpirit,  ap- 
plying the  death  and  refurreCtion  of 
Chrift  unto  them,  renewed  in  their 
whole  man  aftef  the  image  of  God;  ha- 
ving the  feeds  of  repentance  unio  life, 
and  of  all  other  faving  graces,  put  into 
their  hearts,  and  thofe  graces  fo  ftirred 
up,  increafed  and  llrengthened,  as  that 
they  more  and  more  die  unto  fin^  and 
rife  tinto  ncwnefs  of  life* 
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O.  Whai  is  repentance  unco  life  ? 

A.  Reperkiancc  unto  life  is  a  facing 
grace,  wrought  in  the  heart  of  a  (inner 
by  the  fpirit  and  word  of  God^  whereby' 
out  of  the  fight  and  feofe,  not  only  of 
the  danger^  but  a!fo  of  the^nkhincis  and 
odioufnefs  of  his  fins,  and  upon  the  ap- 
prehenfion  of  God's  v-nercy  in  CiiuU, 
to  fuch  as  are  penitent ;  he  fo  grieves 
for,  and  hates  his  fins,  as  that  he  turns 
from  them  all  to  God,  purpoiing  and 
endeavoring  conftantly  to  waik  widi 
him  in  all  the  ways  of  new  obedience. 

().  Wherein  do  jujiijic&tiGn  and janc-^ 
iificaiion  di^cr  ? 

A.  Although  fanflincation  be  infe- 
parabiy  joined  with  j uftification,  yet 
they  dirl'erj  in  that  God  in  juftificatiori 
imputeth  the  righteoufnefs  of  Chriil; 
in  fanCiificalion  his  fpirit  infufeth  grace, 
and  enableth  to  the  exercife  thereof ; 
in  the  former,  fin  is  pardoned  ;  in  the 
other  it  is  fabdued  ;  the  one  doth  e- 
qually  free  all  believers  from  the  re- 
venging wrath  of  God,  and  that  per- 
fcSly  in  this  hfe,  that  they  never  fail 
into  condemnation  ;  the  other  is  nei- 
ther equal  ill  all^  nor  in  this  life  perfcB 


in  any,  but  growing  up  to  perfeQion. 

Q.  Whence  arifctH the  imperfcdion  of 
fanS:ifL cation  t?i  believers  ? 

A.  The  imperfection  of  fan£lification 
in  believers  arifeih  from  the  reninants 
of  fin  abiding  in  every  part  of  them^ 
and  the  perpetual  luftings  of  the  flefii 
againtt  the  fpirit,  whereby  they  are  of- 
ten foiled  with  temptations,  and  fail  in- 
to many  fins,  are  hindered  in  all  their 
fpiritual  fervices,  and  their  beft  works 
are  imperfetl  and  defiled  in  the  fight  of 
God. 

Q.  May  not  true  believer by  reafon 
ojiheir  imperfetliQii^  and  the  many  temp- 
tations and  Jins  ihty  arc  overtaken  lyithj 
fall  azvay  jrom  ike  [tale  of  grace  ? 

A.  True  believers,  by  reafon  of  the 
unchangeable  love  of  God,  and  his  de- 
cree and  covenant  to  give  them  perfe- 
verance*  their  infeparable  union  with 
Chrift,  his  continual  interceflTion  for 
fhein,  and  the  Spirit  and  feed  of 
God  abiding  in  them,  can  neither  to- 
tally nor  finally  fall  away  from  the  ftate 
of  grace,  but  are  kept  by  the  power  of 
God  through  faith  unto  falvaiion. 

Q.  Can  true  believers  be  infallibly 


ajjurcd  that  they  arc  in  the  ejlaie  of 
grace^  and  they  Jhall  pcrjcvcr^  iherein 
unto  faivation  ? 

A.  Such  as  truly  believe  in  Chriftj 
and  endeavor  to  walk  in  all  good  con«. 
fcience  before  him,  may  without  extra- 
ordinary revelation,  W  faith  grounded 
upon  the  truth  of  God's  promifes,  and 
by  the  fpirit  enabling  them  todifcern  in 
themfelves  thofe  graces  to  which  the 
promifes  of  life  are  made,  and  bearing 
wiinefs  with  their  fpirits  that  they  are 
the  children  of  God,  be  infallibly  affu- 
red  that  they  are  in  the  eftaie  of  grace^ 
and  fhall  perfevere  therein  unto  faK  a- 
j  tion. 

O.  Are  all  trus  believers  at  all  times 
-  ajfured  of  their  prefent  being  m  ttie  e- 
/taie  ofgrace^  and  that  they  Jliall  be  fa- 
'  -  ved  ? 

A.  Affuranceof  grace  and  faivation 
not  being  of  the  effence  of  faith,  true 
i  .  believers  may  wait  long  before  they 
obtain  it;    and  after  the  enjoyment 
thereof,  may  have  it  weakened  and  in- 
termitted, through  manifold  diftempers, 
1     fins,  temptations  and  defertions  ;  yet 
!     are  they  never  left  without  fych  a  pre- 


fence  and  Tupport  of  the  fpiritof  Gorl 
as  keeps  them  from  (inking  into  utter 
defpair. 

Q.  What  19  the  comniiuiion  in  glojy 
which  the  members  of  the  invtfibic  church 
have  with  Chrifi  ? 

A.  The  coinijuanion  in  glory  which 
the  members  ot  the  invihble  church 
have  with  Chrirt,  is  in  this  hfe,  immedi- 
ately after  death,  and  at  lart  perfecled 
at  the  rerurreclion  and  day  of  judgment. 

Q.  What  is  the  commimion  in  glory 
with  Chrijl  which  the  members  of  the  in^ 
vijiblc  church  enjoy  in  this  life  ? 

A.  The  members  of  the  inviGble 
church  have  communicated  to' them  in 
thisHfe  the  firfl  fruits  of  gbry  with 
Chrift  as  they  are  members  ofhim  their 
headj  and  fo  in  him  are  interefied  m 
ihfitgiory  which  he  is  fully  pofieffed  of; 
and  as  an  earrKll  thereof,  enjoy  the 
lenfe  ©f  God's  love,  peace  ofconfci- 
ence.  joy  in  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  hope 

or  giory  ;  as  on  the  contrary,  fenfe  of 
God's  revenging  wrath,  horror  of  con- 
fcieoce  and  a  fearful  expedation  of 

judgment,  are  to  the  wicked  the  begin- 

nmg  of  their  torments  which  thev  ihaii 

endure  auer  death. 
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Q.  Shall  all  men  die  ? 

A.  Death  being  threatened  as  the  wa- 
ges of  fin,  it  is  appointed  unto  all  men 
once  to  die  ;  for  that  all  have  finned. 

Q.  Death  being  the  wages  offin^  why 
are  not  the  righteous  deli  vered  from  death 
feeing  all  their  fins  are  forgiven  m 
Chrifl  ? 

A.  The  righteous  (hall  be  delivered 
from  death  iifelf  at  the  lad  day,  and  e» 
vcn  in  death  are  delivered  from  the 
fting  and  curfeofit;  fo  that,  although 
they  die,  ytt  it  is  out  of  God's  love  to 
free  them  perfeftly  from  fin  and  mifery 
and  to  make  them  capable  of  further 
communion  with  Chrift  in  glory,  which 
they  then  enter  upon. 

Q.  What  is  the  communion  in  glory 
with  Chriji^  which  the  members  of  the  in- 
vifihle  church  enjoy  imm.ediaiely  after 
death  ? 

A.  The  communion  in  glory  with 
Chrift,  which  the  members  of  the  invi- 
fible  church  enjoy  immediately  after 
death,  is  in  that  their  fouls  arc  then 
made  perfeQ:  in  holinefs,  and  received 
in  the  higheft  heavens,  where  they  be- 
hold the  face  of  God  in  light  and  glory 
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waiting  for  the  full  redemption  of  their 
bodies,  which  even  in  death  continue 
united  to  Chrift,  and  reft  in  their  graves 
as  in  their  beds,  till  at  the  laft  day  they 
be  again  united  to  their  fouls.  Whereas 
the  fouls  of  the  wicked  are  at  their  death 
caft  into  hell,  where  they  remain  in  tor- 
ments and  utter  darknefs  ;  and  their  bo.- 
dies  kept  in  their  graves,  as  in  their  pri- 
fons,  till  the  refurredion  and  judgment 
of  the  great  day. 

Q.  What  are  we  to  believe  concerning 
the  refurrection  ? 

A.  We  are  to  believe  that  at  the  lafl: 
day  there  fhall  be  a  general  refurreaion 
of  the  dead,  both  of  the  juft  and  unjuft  ; 
when  they  that  are  then  found  alive 
ftall  in  a  moment  be  changed  ;  and  the 
felf-fame  bodies  of  the  dead  which  were 
laid  in  the  grave,  being  then  again  u- 
nitcd  to  their  fouls  forever,  fhall  be 
raifed  up  by  the   power  of  Chrift. 
The  bodies  of  the  jiitt,  by  the  fpirit  of 
ChriH,  and  by  virtue  of' his  refurrec- 
tion as  their  head,  fi^ali   be  raifed  in 
power,   fpiritual,    incorruptible,  and 
made  like  to  brs  glorious  body  ;  and 
the  bodies  of  the  wicked  &all  be  raifed 
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up  in  diftionor  by  him  as  an  offended 
judge. 

O.  What  Jhall  immediately  follow  af- 
ter the  refurreBion  ? 

A.  Immediately  after  the  refurrec- 
lion  fhall  follow  the  general  and  final 
judgment  of  angels  and  men  ;  the  day 
andj^  hour  whereof  no  man  knoweth, 
that  all  may  watch  and  pray,  and  be 
ever  ready  for  the  coming  of  the  Lord. 

Q.  What  fhall  be  done  to  the  wicked 
at  the  day  of  judgment  ? 

A.  At  the  day  of  judgment  the  wick- 
ed fhall  be  fet  on  Chrifl's  left  hand,  and 
upon  clear  evidence  and  fall  conviQion 
of  their  own  confciences,  Oiall  have  the 
fearful  but  juft  fentence  of  condemna- 
tion pronounced  ggairj{t  them  ;  and 
thereupon  fhall  be  call  out  from  the  fa- 
vorable prefence  of  God,  and  the  glo-- 
rious  fellowfhip  v^ith  Chrif];,  his  faints 
and  all  his  holy  angels,  into  hell,  to  be 
punifned  with  uafpeakable  torments, 
both  of  body  and  foul,  with  the  devil 
and  his  angels  forever. 

O,  What  fliall  be  done  to  the  righteous 
at  the  day  oj  judgment  ? 

A.  Ac  the  day  of  judgment  the  right- 
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eous  being  caught  up  to  Cbrift  in  the 
clouds,  lhall  be  fet  on  his  right  hand, 
and  there  openly  acknowledged  and  ac- 
quitted, fhall  join  with  him  in  the  judg. 
ing  of  reprobate  angels  and  men  ;  and 
fhall  be  received  into  heaven^where  they 
fhall  be  fully  and  forever  freed  from  ail 
fin  and  mifery  ;  filled  with  inconceiva- 
ble joys,  made  perfedly  holy  and  hap. 
py  both  in  body  and  foul,  in  the  com- 
pany of  innumerable  faints  and  holy 
angels,  but  efpecially  in  the  immediate 
vifion  and  fruition  of  God  the  Father, 
of  our  Lord  Jefus  Chrift,  and  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  to  all  eternity.  And  this 
is^iheperfea  and  full  communion, 
V'hich  the  members  or  the  inviiVblc 
church  &all  enjoy  u  iih  Chrift  in  glory, 
at  the  refurreclioa  and  day  ofjudg- 
ment. 

O-  IVhat  is  the  duty  which  God  rcqui- 
reth  of  man  ? 

A.  The  duty  vvhich  God  requireth 
of  manj  is  obedience  to  bis  revealed- 

Q.  What  did  Gad  atfi  rjl  reveal  iinla 
man  as  the  rule  vf  his  obedience  ? 

A,  The  rule  of  obedience  revealed 


10  Adam  in  the  eftate  of  innocence,  and 
to  all  mankind  in  him,  befides  a  fp^cial 
command  not  to  eat  of  the  frait  of  the 
tree  of  the  knowledge  ol  good  andevii^ 
was  the  moral  law, 

Q.  What  is  the  niorallaw? 

A.  The  moral  law  is  the  declaration 
of  the  will,  of  God  to  mankind,  direct- 
ing and  binding  every  one  to  perfonal, 
perfeft  and  perpecjal  conformity  and 
obedience  thereunto,  in  the  frame  and 
djfpofition  of  the  whole  man,  foul  and 
body,  and  in  performance  of  all  thofe 
duties  of  holinefs  and  righteoufnefs 
which  he  oweth  to  God  and  man  ;  pro-- 
mifing  lire  upon  the  falnlling,  and 
threatening  deaih  upon  the  breach  of  it. 

O.  Is  there  aiv^  ufc  of  the  Qiioral  law 
to  Tfian  fi  iicc  the  fall  ? 

A.  Although  no  man  fince  the  fall, 
can  attain  to  righteoufnefs  and  hfe  by 
the  moral  law,  yet  there  is  great  ufe 
thereof;  as  well  common  to  all  men,  as 
peculiar  either  to  the  unrcgenerate  or 
regenerate. 

Q.  Of  zohat  life  is  ihe  morul  law  to 
sll  men  ? 

^  A.  The  moraliaw     of  ufe  to  all 


iisen,  to  inform  them  of  the  holy  na- 
ture and  will  of  God,  and  of  their  duty 
binding  them  to  walk  accordingly;  to 
convrnce  them  of  their  difability  to  keep 
it,  and  of  the  finful  pollution  of  their 
nature,  hearts  and  lives,  to  humble 
them  in  the  fenfe  of  their  fin  and  aijfe- 
ry,  and  thereby  .help  them  to  a  clearer 
*  fight  of  the  need  they  have  of  Chrift, 
and  of  the  perfeflion  of  his  obedience, 

Q.  What  particular  ufe  is  there  of  the 
moral  law  to  unregencratc  men? 

A.  The  moral  law  is  of  ufe  to  unre- 
generate  men,  to  awaken  their  confci- 
ences  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come, 
and  to  drive  them  to  Chrift  ;  or,  upon 
their  continuance  in  the  eftate  and  way 
of  fin,  to  leave  them  inexcufable,  and 
under  the  cuife  thereof. 

O.  What  fpccial  ufe  is  there  of  the 
moral  law  to  th6  regenerate  ?  - 

A.  Although  they  that  are  regene- 
rate and  believe  in  Chvil]  be  delivered 
from  the  moral  law  as  a  covenant  of 
works,  fo  thereby  they  are  neither 
juftified  nor  condemned  ;  yet,  befide 
the  general  ufes  thereof  common  to 
ihem^  v/itb  all  rnenj  it  is  of  fpeciai  ufe. 
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to  fncw  them  how  mnch  they  arebound 
to  Chrift  for  his  fulfilling  it,  and  endu- 
ring the  curfe  thereof  in  their  fteadjand 
forlheir  good;  and  thereby  to  provoke 
them  to  more  thankfulnefs,  and  to  ex- 
prefs  the  fame  in  their  greater  care  to 
conform  themreives  theieunlo  as  the 
rule  of  their  obedience. 

Q.  Where  is  the  moral  law Jummari- 
ly  comprehended  ? 

A.  The  moral  law  is  fjmmarily  com- 
prehended in  the  ten  commandments, 
which  were  delivered  by  the  voice  of 
God  upon  mount  Sinai,  and  written  by 
him  in  two  tallies  of  ftone  ;  and  are 
recorded  in  the  twentieth  chapter  of 
Exodus.  The  firft  four  commandments 
containing  our  duty  to  God,  and  the  o- 
ther  fix  our  duty  to  man. 

Q.  ]Vhat  rules  arc  to  heohferved  for 
the  right  undcrftanding  6j  the  ten  com- 
viavAmenis  ? 

A.  For  the  right  underftanding  of 
the  ten  corTimandments,  thefe  rules  are 
to  be  obferved  : 

1.  That  the  lav/  is  perfect,  and  bind- 
cth  every  one  to  full  conformity  in  ihe 
whole  man   unto   the  righceoufoefs 
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thereof,  and  unto  entire  ©bedienee  for 
ever;  fo  as  to  reqdre  the  utmott  per- 
feaion  of  every  duty,  and  to  forbid  the 
leatt  degree  of  every  fin. 

2.  That  it  is  fpiritual,  and  fo  rea€h« 
eth  the  underftanding,  will,  alFcaions. 
and  all  other  powers  of  the  foul  ;  as 
well  as  words,  works  and  geftures. 

^  3.  That  one  and  the  fame  thing,  in 
divers  refpeSs,  is  required  or  forbid 
den  in  feveral  commandments. 

4.  That  as,  where  a  duty  is  com- 
niandcd,  the  contrary  fin  is  forbidden 
and  where  a  fin  is  forbidden  the  con- 
trary  duty  is  commanded.  So,  where 
a  promife  is  annexed,  the  contrary 
tbreatenings  is  included  ;  and  where  a 
threatening  is  annexed,  the  contrary 
promife  is  included. 

5.  That  what  God  forbids,  is  at  no 
time  to  be  done  i  what  he  commands^ 
is  always  our  duty,  and  yet  every  pari 
ticular  duty  is  not  to  be  done  at*  all 
times. 

6.  That  under  one  fin  or  daty,  all 
of  the  fame  kind  are  forbidden  or  com- 
Kianded,  together  with  all  the  caufesy 
means,  occafions  and  appearances 
hereof,   and  provocations  iherf  unto. 


7.  That  what  is  forbidden  or  cotd- 
maadcd  to  ourfelvesj  we  are  bound 
according  to  our  places,  to  ci\irz\(n 
that  it  may  be  avoided  or  perUnmed 
by  others,  according  to  the  duty  of 
their  places. 

8.  That  in  vvhat  is  commanded  too- 
thers, \^'e  are  bound  accordirfg  to  our 
places  and  callings  to  be  helpful  to  them 
and  to  take  heed  of  partaking  vviih  oth- 
ers in  what  is  forbidden  theni. 

Q.  Whatjpecial  things,  arc  v:t  io  con- 
fcder  in  the  ten  commcndmcnis  ? 

A.  We  are  to  confider  in  the  ten 
commandments,  the  preface,  the  fub- 
ftance  of  the  commandments  themfelves 
and  feveral  reafons  annexed  to  foine 
of  them,  the  more  to  enforce  them. 

0.  What  is  the  preface  io  the  ten 
commandments  ? 

A.  The  preface  to  the  ten  command- 
ments is  contained  in  thefe  words,  / 
cm  the  Lcrd  iky  God,  -which  have  hro't 
thee  out  of  the  land  o  f  Egypt,  cut  of  the 
houfe  of  bondage.  Wherein  God  m*an- 
ifeftcth  his  fovereigniy,  as  being  Jeho- 
vah,  the  eternal,  immutable  and  Al- 
mighty God;  having  his  being  in  and 
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of  himfelf,  and  giving  being  to  a!i  his 
words  and  works  :  and  that  be  is  a  God 
incovenant,  as  with  llrael  of  old,  fo 
with  all  his  people;  who  as  he  brought 
them  out  of  their  bondage  in  Egypr,  fo 
hedelivereih  us  Uom  our  fpintuaUhral- 
dom  ;  and  that  therefore  we  are  bound 
to  tai:e  him  for  our  God  aione,  and  to 
keep  all  his  commandments. 

0.  IV hat  is  the  Jum  of  the  Jour  ccvi^ 
viandmenis  which  contain  our  Jtuiy  io^ 
God. 

A.  The  fura  of  the  four  command- 
mcnis  containing  our  duty  to  God^  is 
to  love  the  Lord  our  God  with  aii  our 
heart,  and  with  all  our  foul,  and  vvi?h 
all  our  ftrengih,  and  with  all  our  mind. 

0.  What  IS  thtHrfi  commandment  ? 

A.  The  firft  commandment  is,  TAou 
fialt  have  no  other  gods  before  me. 

0,  Which  are  the  duties  required  i?i 
the  firft  coininandmcnt  ? 

A.  The  duties  required  in  ihe  fril: 
commandment,  are,  the  knowing  ai-d 
acknov,  ledging  of  God  to  be  the  crl  v 
true  God,  and  our  God;  and  to  wor- 
fhip  and  glorify  him  accordingly,  by 
thinking,  m.editating,  remembering, 
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highly  efieeming,  honoring,  adoring, 
chooiing,  loving,  deliring,  fearing  of 
him;  believing  him;  trullmg,  hoping, 
deiighiing,  rejoicing  in  him  ;  being  zea- 
lous for  him;  calhng  upon  him  ;  giving 
all  praife  and  thanks,  and  yieiding  all  o- 
bedienceand  fubmiffion  to  him  with  the 
whole  man  ;  being  careful  in  ail  things 
to  pleafe  him,  and  forrowful  when  in 
any  thing  he  is  offended  ;  and  walking 
humbly  vviih  him, 

Q,  What  arc  the  fins  Jorbidden  in  iht 
firjt  commaniment  ? 

A.  The  fins  forbidden  in  the  firfl 
commandment  are  atheifm,  in  denying 
or  not  having  a  God  ;  idolatry,  in  ha- 
ving or  worfhipping  more  gods  than 
one,  or  any  with,  or  inllead  o^ 'he  true 
God;  the  not  having  and  avouching 
him  for  God  and  our  God ;  the  omif- 
fion  or  negleQ  of  any  thing  due  to  him 
required  in  this  commandment  ;  igno- 
rance, forgetfulnefs,  mifapprehenfions, 
falfe  opinions,  unworthy  and  wicked 
thoughts  of  him;  bold  and  curious 
fearching  into  his  fecrets ;  all  profane- 
nefs,  hatred  of  God,  and  felf-love,  felf- 
feekincr,  and  all  other  inordinate  and 
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immoderste  fetting  of  our  mind,  wiflj. 
or  afFeSions  upon  other  things;,  and 
taking  them  ofr  from  him  in  whole  or 
in  part;  vain  credality,  unbelief,  herc- 
fy,  misbelief,  diftruft,  defpair,  incorri- 
giblenefsjand  infenfiblcnefs  under  j  udg- 
ments, hardnefs  of  heart,  pride,  pre- 
famption,  carnal  fecurity^  tempting  of 
God,  ufing  unlawful  means,  and  truft. 
ing  in  lawful  means,  carnal  delights  and 
joys,    corrupt,    blind   and  indifcrcct 
zeal;  liike-warmnefs,  and  deadnefs  in 
the  things  of  God ;  eftranging  ourielves 
and  apodatizing  from  God  ;  praying, 
or  giving  any  religious  worfliip  to  faints 
angels,    or  any  other  creatures  ;  all 
compa61s,  and  confulting  wiih  the  de- 
vil, and  hearkening  to  his  fuggeftions  : 
making  men  the  lords  of  our  faith  and 
confcience  :  flighting  and  defpifingGod 
and  his  commands  :  refilling  and  griev- 
ing of  his  fpirit,  difccntem  and  impa- 
tience at  his  difpenfations,  charging  him 
fooiiflily  for  the  evils  he  infliQs  on  us; 
and  afcribing  the  praifeof  any  good  we 
either  are,  have,  or  can  do,  to  fortune, 
idols,  ourfelves  or  any  other  creature. 
O.  What  are  zue  efpecially  taught  by 
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th^fc  worh  [before  m^J  in  the  jtrfi 
commandment  f 

A.  Tbefe  words  {bejGrc  mej  or  be- 
fore  my  faceinthe  firil  comraaiidment^ 
teach  as.  That  God  whoseeth  alhhings^ 
takes  special  notice  of,,  arid  is  much  dis- 
pleased vvitb  the  sin  of  having  any  oih- 
er  God  i  that  so  it  may  be  an  argument 
lo  difuade  from  it,  and  to  aggravate  it 
as  a  moft  impudent  provocation:  as 
^lib  toperluade  us  to  do  as  in  his  iighr^. 
whatever  we  do  in  his  service. 

Which  is  the  fceond  commandment  ? 

A.  The  fecond  comnnanGment  is^ 
Thcu  skali  not  make  unto  thee  arty  gra- 
ven ivtage^  or  any  likene  fs.  of  any  thing 
that  is  in  heaven  abcve^  or  that  is  in  the- 
earth  beneath^  er  that  is  in  the  waur 
wider  the  earth.  Thcu  shalt  not  bcm- 
down  thyfelf  to  them^  nor  serve  ifiem  ; 
For  7  the  Lord  thy  God  am  a  j  : 
Gody  vijiting  the  iniquity  of  the  Jaificrit 
upon  the  children  unto  the  third  and 
fourth  generation  ef  them  that  hcte  97- e  : 
and  shewing  mercy  unto  ihoujands  efihtm 
that  lave  mc^  and  keep  rr^y  ^  command- 
ments. 

O.  IVhcL  are  the  duties  required  im 
the  fecond  commandment  f 
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A,  The  duties  required  in  the  fecond 
commandnient  are  the  receiving,  ob- 
ferving,  and  keeping  pure  and  entire, 
all  Tuch  religious  worship  and  ordinan- 
ces as  God  hath  inftituted  in  his  Avord, 
particularly  prayer  and  thanklgiving  in 
the  name  of  Chrift :  the  reading,  preach- 
ing and  hearing  of  the  word,  the  admin^ 
istraiicn  and  receiving  of  the  facra- 
rrjents,  church  government  and  difci- 
pline,   the  ministry  and  maintenance  * 
thereof,  religious  falling,  fwearing  by  | 
the  name  of  God,  and  vowing  unto  \ 
him  ;  as  alfo  the  difapproving,  deleft-  i 
^^^§5  <^PPofi"g9  fill  f^lfe  worfhip,  andj  j 
according  to  each  one's  place  and  call-  j 
ing,  removing  it,  and  all  monuments  \ 
of  idolafry.  ' 

What  are  the  jins  forbidden  in  the  \ 
fecond  commandment  ?  ? 

A.  The  fins  forbidden  in  the  fecond  I 
commandment  are  all  devinng,' ccun-  ! 
felling,  comm.anding,  ufing,  and  any 
wile  approving  any  religious  v/orfiiip 
notinfiiiuted  by  God  himfelf;  auihori- 
fiiig  a  faiie  religion  >  the  making  any  re-  ' 
.  prefentation  of  God,  of  all  or  any  of  : 
the  three  perfon^j  either  inwardly  in. 


nur  minds,  or  outrvardlv  in  anv  kind 
of  image  or  likeneu  of  any  creature 
%vhatsoever  ;  all  worihipping  of  ic^or 
God  in  It  or  by  it  :  the  making  of  any 
reprefentation  of  feigned  denies,  and 
all  worihip  of  them,  or  fervice  belong- 
ing to  them  ;  all  fuperrtititious  devices, 
corrupting  the  worfhip  of  God,  adding 
to  it,  or  taking  from  it,  whether  in- 
vented and  taken  up  of  ourielves,  or  re- 
ceived by  tradition  from  others,  though 
under  the  title  of  antiquity  custom,  de- 
votion, good  intent,  or  any  other  pre- 
tence whatfoever ;  limonv,  facrilege  ;  ali 
neglect,  contempt,  hindering,  and  op- 
poiing  the  worfhip  and  ordinances 
which  God  hath  appointed. 

0.  What  are  the,  reafons  annexed  to 
ihejecmd  commadvicnt^  the  mprc  to  en- 
force it  ? 

A.  The  reafons  annexed  to  the  fe- 
cond  commandment,  the  more  to  en- 
force it,  contained  in  thefe  words.  For 
I  the  Lord  thy  God  am  a  jealous  God^ 
viJiUng  the  iniquity  oj  thejathcrs  upon 
the  children  unto  the  third  and  fourth 
generation  of  them  that  hate  me  :  and 
shcmng  inercy  unto  thoufands  of  them 
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Mfliat  hve  me^  and  keep  my  commmand- 
ments  ;  are  befide  God's  fovel-eignty 
over  US5  and  propriety  in  his  fer- 
vent ZrCal  for  his  own  worfhip,  and  his 
revengeful  indignation  againft  all  falfe 
%»/ar{hip5  as  being  a  fpiritual  whore- 
dom  ;  accounting  the  breakers  of  this 
commandment  fuch  as  hate  him,  and 
threatening  topunifh  them  unto  divers 
generations ;  and  eiteeming  the  obfery- 
ers  of  it,  fuch  as  love  him  and  keep  his 
commandments,  and  promifing  mercy 
to  them  unto  many  generations. 

0.  Which  is  the  third  cemmandmeni  ? 

A,  Thethird  commandment  is,  Thou 
Jkalt  mot  take  the  navie  of  the  Lord  iky 
God  in  vain^  for  the  Lord  will  not  hoid 
■htm  giiiUlefs  that  taketh  his  name  in  vain. 

Q.  What  is  required  in  the  third 
commandment  ? 

A  .Thethird  commandment  requires^ 
That  the  name  of  God,  his  titles,  at- 
tributes ;  ordinancesj  the  word,  facra-. 
mems,  prayer,  oaths,  vows,  lots,  his 
works ;  and  whatsoever  elfe  there  is 
whereby  he  makes  himfelf  known,  be 
boiily  and  reverently  ufed  in  thought, 
Eiediiationj  word  and  v/iiting  ;  by  an 
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lioly  profeffion,  and  anAverablc  con- 
verfation  to  the  glory  of  God,  and  the 
good  of  ourfelves  and  other.s. 

What  are  the  fins  forbidden  in  the 
third  commandment  ? 

A.  The  fins  forbidden  in  the  third 
comoiandment  are^  the  not  ufing  of 
GoQ^s  name  as  is  required  ;  and  the  a- 
bufe  of  it  in  an  ignorant,  vain,  irrever- 
ent, profane,  fuperftitious,  or  wicked 
mentioning  or  otherwife  ufing  his  ti- 
tles, attributes,  ordinances,  or  worksg 
by  biafphemy,  perjury  ;  all  finful  cur- 
fings,  oaths,  vows,  and  lots  ;  violating 
of  our,  oarhs  and  vows  if  lawful,  and 
fulfilling  them,  if  of  things  unlawful  ; 
murmuring  and  quarreiiing  at  curious 
prying  into,  and  mifapplying  of  God's 
decrei^s  and  providences;  mifinterpret- 
ing,  mifapplying  or  any  way  perverting 
the  word,  or  any  part  of  itj  to  profane 
jefts,  curious  or  unprofitable  queftions, 
vain  janglings,  or  the  maintaining  of 
faife  doctrines  ;  abufipg  it,  the  crea- 
tures, or  any  thing  contained  under  the 
name  of  God,  to  charms  or  finfu!  lufts 
and  pratlices  ;  the  maligning,  fcorn- 
ifig)  revilingj  or  any  wife  oppuhng  of 
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God's  tr'jth,  grace  and  ways  ;  making 
profeflion  of  religion  in  hypocricy,  or 
for  finifter  ends  ;  being  slhamed  of  it, 
or  a  fbame  to  it,  by  uncomfortable,  un- 
wifc,  unfruitful  and  offenfivc  walking, 
or  backfliding  from  it. 

What  reafons  are  annexed  to  the 
third  cornynandmeni  ? 

A.  The  reafons  annexed  to  the  third 
Gommandment,  in  thefe  words,  [^^^ 
Lord  thy  Ged']  and  \ For  (he  Lord  will 
not  hold  hirn guiltlcfs  that  raketh  his  name 
in  vain']  are  becaufe  he  is  the  Lord  and 
our  God,  therefore  his  name  is  not  to 
be  profaned,  or  any  way  abufed  by  us: 
efpecially  becaufe  he  will  be  fo  far  from 
acquitting  and  (paring  the  rrarugrefiors 
of  u:is  cooimsndment,  a--;  thaf  he  will 
not  {after  them  to  efcape  -ik;lneous 
judgment,  albeit  many  Hich  c\c^^t  the 
cendires  and  punifhmenrs  nicn. 
;        Whaiis  tkc  founh  coirniancy,i^:ni  ? 

A.  The  founh  comniandiT-cnv  is  — 
Remember  the Jabbaih  day.  to  kfCy  it  ho- 
ly :  Six  daysjhah  thou  labor,  and  do  all 
thy  wcrk^  but  the  fevcnlk  day  is  the  Jab- 
hath  of  the  Lord  thy  God  :  in  it  thou 
(halt  not  do  anv  work^  thou  nor  thv  /^;t. 
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nor  thy  daughter,  iky  man  fcrva 
thy  maid  fervant^  nor  iky  cattle^  nor  thy 
Jlrangtr  that  i%  within  thy  gates.  For 
Z7i  Jix  days  the  Lord  made  heaven  and 
earthy  the  fea  and  all  that  in  them  is^ 
and  rejltd  the  fcventh  day  ;  wherefore 
the  Lord  blejfed  the  fahbath  day^  and 
hallowed  it. 

Q.  What  is  required  in  the  fourth 
commandment  ? 

A.  The  founh  commandment  re- 
quireth  of  all  men  the  fanQifying  or 
keeping'  holy  to  God  fuch  fet  times  as 
he  hath  appointed  in  his  word,  exprcfs- 
ly  one  whole  day  in  feven  ;  which  was 
the  feventh  from  the  beginning  of  the 
\vorld,  to  the  refurreflion  of  Chrift^ 
and  the  firft  day  of  the  week  ever  fince, 
and  fo  to  continue  to  the  end  of  the 
world  ;  which  is  the  Chriftian  fabbath, 
and  in  the  new  teftameni  called  The 
Lord's  day. 

Q.  How  is  the  fahbath  or  the  Lord's 
day  to  he fanHifed  ? 

A  The  fabbath  or  Lord's  day  is  to 
be  santlified  by  an  holy  refting  all  the 
day,  not  only  from  fuch  works  as  are 
at  all  times  finful^  but  even  from  suca 


worldly  employments  and  recrcatiens^ 
as  are  on  other  days  lawful :  and  ma- 
king it  our  delight  to  fpend  the.  whole 
time  (except  To  much  of  it  as  is  to  be 
taken  up  in  woiks  of  neceffity  and  mer- 
cy) in  the  public  and  private  exercifes 
of  God^s  worfhip  :  And  to  that  end> 
we  are  to  prepare  our  hearts,  and  with 
fuch  forefight,  diligence  and  modera- 
lion,  to  difpofe,  and  feafonably  to  dff- 
patch  our  worldly  bufinefs,  that  wc 
Er*ay  be  the  more  free  and  fit  for  the 
duties  of  that  day. 

Q.  Why  is  the  charge  of  keeping  ihe 
fobtath,  more  fpecially  dircBed  to  gov- 
'ernors  of  families^  and  other  Juperiors  ? 

A.  The  charge  of  keeping  the  fab- 
bath  is  more  fpecially  direfted  to  gov- 
ernors of  faimiies,  and  other  fuperiors, 
becaufe  ihcy  are  bound  not  only  io 
keep  it  themfelves,  but  to  fee  that  it  be 
oblerved  by  all  thofe  that  are  under 
their  charge  :  and  becaufe  they  are 
prone  oftimes  to  hinder  them  by  era^ 
ployments  of  their  own. 

0.  Whet  are  the  fins  forbidden  in  the 
fourti  comviandment  ? 

A,  The  fins  forbidden  in  the  fourth 
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commandment  are  all  omiffions  of  the 
duties  required,  all  carelefs  negligent, 
and  unprofitable  performing  of  them, 
and  being  weary  of  them  ;  all  profa- 
ning the  day  by  idlenefs,  and  doing 
that  which  is  in  icfelf  iinfu!,  and  by  ajl 
needlefs  works,  words  and  thoughts  a- 
bout  our  worldly  employments  and  re- 
creations. 

Q.  What  are  the  rcafons  annexed  to 
the  fourth  commandment^  the  more  to  en* 
Jorcc  it  ? 

A.  The  reafons  annexed  to  the 
foarih  commandment  the  more  to  en- 
force it,  are  taken  from  the  equity  of  it, 
God  allowing  us  fix  days  of  feven  for 
our  own  affairs  and  reierving  but  one 
for  bim^felf,  in  ihefe  words,  y/x  days 
j'  Jhali  fhou  lahor^  and  do  all  thy  work  : 
From  God's  challenging  a  fpecial  pro- 
priety in  that  day,  the  fevcnth  day  is  the 
Jabbath  of  the  Lord  thy  God:  From  the 
:  example  of  God,  who  in  fix  days  made 
heaven  and  earth  the  fea^  and  all  that  in 
them  25,  and  re/led  the  fevcnth  day  :  And 
from  that  blcffing  which  God  p'U  up- 
Oii  that  day,  not  only  in  fan£tifymg  it 
lo  be  a  day  for  his  ferviq^^  but  in  or- 
E  ^ 
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daining  it  to  be  a  means  of  bleffing  to 
us  incur  fantiifying  it,  u^herejorc  the 
LGrd  bleJJed  the  Sabbath-day  and  hallow- 
€d  it. 

Q.  Why  is  the  word  remember  fet  in 
the  beginning  of  the  fourth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  word  remember  is  fet  in  the 
beginning  of  ihe  fourth  commandmentj 
partly  because  of  the  great  benefit  of  re- 
membering ir,  we  being  thereby  help- 
ed in  our  preparation  to  keep  it,  and, 
in  keeping  it,  better  to  keep  all  the  reft 
of  the  commandments,  and  to  contin- 
ue a  thankful  remembcrance  of  the  two 
great  benefits  of  creation  and  redemp- 
tion, which  contain  a  fhort  abridgment 
of  religion  :  and  partly  becaufe  we  are 
very  ready  to  forget  it,  for  that  there  is 
lefs  light  of  nature  for  it,  and  yet  it  re- 
ftraineth  our  natural  liberty  in  things  at 
other  times  lawful;  that  it  cometh  but 
once  in  feven  days,  and  many  worldly 
bufinelfes  come  between,  and  too  often 
take  ofF  our  minds  from  thinking  of 
it,  either  to  prepare  for  it,  or  to  fane- 
tify  it  ;  and  that  fatan  with  his  inftru- 
menls  much  labor  to  blot  out  the  glory, 
and  even  the  memory  of  if,  to  bring 
in  all  irreligion  and  impiety. 
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0.  What  is  the  fum  of  tin  fx  cam<^ 
fnandments  zvhich  contain  our  duty  iq 
man  ? 

A.  The  fum  of  the  fix  cotpmand- 
ments  which  contain  our  duty  to  n^Oj 
is  to  love  our  neighbor  as  omfelves, 
and  to  do  to  others  what  we  would 
have  them  to  do  to  us, 

^.  What  IS  the  fi/ch  commandment  ? 
A.  The  fifth  commandment  is,  i/on- 
'  or  thy  father  and  thy  mother  ;  that  thy 
days  may  be  long  upon  the  land  which  the 
Lord  thy  Qod  giveth  thee, 

Q.  Who  are  meant  by  father  and  moih- 
,  ev  in  the  fifth  commandment  ? 

A.  By  father  and  mother^  in  the  fifih 
commandment,  are   meani   not  only 
natural  parents,  but  al!  fuperiorsin  age^ 
1    and  gifti:  and  efpecially  fuch  as  by 
|i   God's  ordinance  are  over  us  in  place 
of  authority,  whether  in  family,  churchy 
j    or  common weakh. 
it  '     Q.  Why  are  faperidrs  ftilcd  father 
and  mother  ?, 

A.  Superiors  are  ^Wtd^  jalher  and 
mother^  both  to  teach  them  in  all  duties 
towards  their  inferiors,  like  natural  pa« 
renii,  to  express  love  and  tenderncfs  lo 


66 


them  according  to  their  feveral  rela- 
tions ;  anci  to  work  inferiors  to  a  great- 
er wiiiingnefs  and  cheerfulness  in  per- 
forming  their  duties  to  their  fuperiors, 
as  to  their  parents, 

^  Q.  What  is  the  general  fcopc  of  the 
.Jifiti  cemmandnunt  ? 

A.  The  general  fcope  of  the  fifth 
commandment  is  the  performance  of 
thole  duties  which  we  mutually  owe  in 
our  feveral  relations,  as  inferiors,  fu* 
periors  or  equals. 

O.  What  IS  the  honor  that  inferiors 
dive  to  their  fuperiors  ? 

A.  The  h  onor  which  inferiors  owe 
to  their  fuperiors,  is  a!!  due  reverence 
in  heart,  word  and  behaviour,  praver 
and  thank.^giving  for  them,  imitation 
of  their  virtues  and  graces,  willing  obe- 
dience to  their  lawful  commands  and 
counfcis,  due  fubmiffion  to  their  cor- 
rections, fidehty  to,  defence  and  main- 
tenance of  their  perfons  and  authority, 
according  to  their  feveral  ranks  and  the 
nature  of  their  places  j  bearing  with 
their  infirmities,  and  covering  them  in 
love,  that  fo  they  may  be  an  honor  to 
them  and  to  their  government. 
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Q.  What  arc  the  fins  of  inferiors 
gainf  their  superiors  ? 

A,  The  fins  oF  inferiors  againft  their 
fuperiors  are,  all  negled  of  the  duties 
required  towards  them  ;  envying  at^ 
contempt  of,  and  rebellion  againft  their 
perfons,  and  places,  in  their  lawful 
counfels,  coramands  and  correcHons, 
curling,  mocking,  and  all  fuch  refrac- 
tory and  fcandalous  carriage,  as  proves 
a  fhame  and  difhonor  to  theixi  ana  their* 

,  government. 

5'  What  is  required  of  fuperiors  to- 
■Innards  their  inferiors  ? 

,  .  A,  It  is  required  of  fuperiors,  ac- 
cording to  that  power  they  received 
from  God,  and  that  relation  wherein 
they  stand  to  loi^e,  pray  for  and  blefs 

.  their  inferiors;  to  inftruft,  counfeland 
admonifh  them,  countenancing,  com- 
mending, and  rewarding  fuch  as  da 
well,  and  difcountenancing.  reproving 

I  and  chaftifing  luchasdoill;  protect. 

j  ing  and  providing  for  them  all  things 

'  .neceflfary  for  foul  and  body,  and  by 
grave,  wise,  holy  and  exemplary  car-^ 
riage,  to  procure  glory  to  God,  honor 
to  tbcmfelves  and  fo  to  preferve  tbg^ 

,1 
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authority  which  God  hath  put  upon 
them. 

Q.  What  are  ihcf.ns  of  fuperiors  ? 

A.  The  fins  of  fuperiors  are  bcfide 
the  neglect  of  the  duties  required  of 
them,  an  inordinate  feeking  of  them- 
felvcs,  their  own  glory,  eafe,  profit  or 
pleafure,  commanding  things  unlawful 
or  not  in  the  power  of  inferiors  to  per= 
form,  counfeiling,  encouraging  or  fa- 
voring them  in  that  which  is  evil,  dif- 
fuading,  difcouraging,  or  difcounte- 
nancing  them  in  that  which  is  good, 
corretling  them  unduly,  carelcfs  expo- 
fing  or  leaving  them  to  wrong,  tempta- 
tion and  danger,  provoking  them  to 
wrath  or  any  w^ay  difhonoring  them- 
felves,  or  leiTening  their  authority  by 
an  unjuft,  indiscreet,  rigorous  or  re- 
niifs  behavior. 

What  are  the  duties  of  equals  ? 

A.  The  duties  of  equals  are,  to  re- 
gard the  dignity  and  worth  of  each  oth- 
er, in  giving  honor  to  go  one  before 
another  and  to  rejoice  in  each  others 
gifts  and  advancements  in  their  own, 
0.  What  arethe  fns  of  equals  ? 
A,  The  fins  of  equals  are,  beiidc  tha 
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neglect  of  the  duties  required,  the  un- 
dervaluing of  the  worth,  envying  the 
gifts,  grieving  at  the  advancement  or 
profperity  one  of  another,  and  ufurp- 
ing  pre-eminence  one  over  another. 

0.  What  is  the  reason  annexed  to  the 
jijiti  commandment  the  more  to  enforce  it? 

A,  The  reafon  ar^nexed  to  the  fifth 
commandment,  m  thefe  words,  "  that 
thy  days  may  be  loHg  upon  the 
]^nd  which  the  Lord  thy  God  givcth 
thee^  is  an  exprefs  promife  of  long  Ufe 
and  profperity,  as  far  as  it  (hall  ferve 
for  Gods\s  glory  and  their  own  good, 
to  all  fuch  as  keep  this  commandment. 

O.  What  is  the  fixth  commandment  ? 

A.   The   fixth    commandmeLt  is, 

thou  lliaU  not  kill." 

(7,  What  are  the  duties  rdjuired  in 
the  jixih  coramandment  ? 

A.  The  duties  required  in  the  fixth 
commandment  are  aU  careful  ftudiesj 
and  lawful  endeavors  to  preferve  the 
life  of  ourfelves  and  others,  by  refifting 
al!  thoughts  and  purpoles,  fubduing  all 
pafiions  and  avoiding  all  occafions, 
temptations,  and  practices  which  tend 
to  the  unjuft  taking  away  the  life  of  any 
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by  juft  defence  thereof  againft  violence : 
patient  bearing  of  the  hand  of  God, 
quietnefs  of  mind^  cheerfulnefs of  fpirit^ 
a  fober  ufe  of  meat,  drink,  phyfick, 
fleep,  labor  and  recreations,  by  chari- 
table thoughts^  love,  compaflion,  meek- 
nefs,  gentlenefs,  kindnefs,  peaceable^ 
mild  and  courteous  fpeeches  and  beha- 
viour, forbearance,  readinefs  to  be  re- 
conciled^ patient  bearing  and  forgiving 
of  injuries  and  requiting  good  for  evil  : 
comforting  and  fuccouring  the  diftref° 
sed  and  protecting  and  defending  the 
innocent. 

Q.  What  are  tht  fins  forbidden  in  the 
fixtii  corivnandment  ? 

A.  The  fins  forbidden  in  the  fisth 
commandment  ere  all  taking  away  the 
life  of  ourfelvesor  of  others,  except  ia 
cafe  of  pubh^c  juRicc,  lawful  war  or 
neceffary  defence ;  the  negleSing  or 
withdrawing  the  lawful  and  neceffary 
means  of  prefervation  of  life  ;  sinful 
anger,  hatred,  envy,  defireof  revenge5 
all  exceiiive  pafnons,  diftracting  cares: 
imoiodcrate  ufe  of  meat,  drink,  labor 
snd  recreations  •  provoking  words,  op- 
preiTion^  quarrelSingj  ftriking,  wound- 
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ing  and  whatibever  elfe  tends  to  iht 
deftruflion  of  the  life  of  any. 

Q.  Which  is  the  jcveruh  command- 
ment  ?  ' 

A.  The  fevcnth  commandment  isj 
thou  Jh alt  not  commit  aduUcry. 

Q.  What  art  the  duties  required  in 
(  the  Jeventh  commandment  ? 
■      A.  The  duties  required  in  the  fev- 
cnth commandment  are,    chaftjiy  in 
body,  mind,  aflfefciions,  words,  ana  be- 
haviour, and  the  prefervation  of  it  in 
ourfelves  and  otherwS,  w^atchfulneh  over 
the  eyes  and  ail  the  fenfes,  temperance 
I  keeping  of  chafte  company,  modefty 
in  apparel,  marriage  by  ihofe  that  have 
Dot  the  gift  of  continency,  conjugal 
love,  and  cohabitanon  ;  diligent  labor 
in  our  callings,  shunning  all  occafjons 
of  uncleannefs,  and  reiiltmg  tempta- 
tions thereunto. 

0.  V/hat  are  the  Jins  forbidden  in  the 
fcvenih  coriimandment  ? 

A.  The  fins  forbidden  in  the  feventh 
commandment,  befide  the  negieft  of 
I  the  duties  required,  are,  adultery,  for- 
!  Tiication,  rape,   inceft,  sodomy,  and 
all  unnaturai  lufts  ;  ail  uncieaii  imagi- 
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tidXlQUSj  thGugbts,  purpoles  and  aftec- 
dons  ;  ail  corrupt  or  filthy  commtinf^ 
cations5  or  liftening  ihe^^unto.  ^^'sntori 
looks^  impudent  or  11^  irn» 
,  eil  apparelj  prohibujng  iawial. 
e.*:  :  difpeoling  unlawfii!  marriages^ 
allowiogj  toleratingj  keepiiig  of  fte^r5. 
and  reloTting  to  them  ;  intangling 
of  fiOgle  lifcj  yadue  delay  of  marriage^ 
bavin?  n:o;'e  wives  or  'hulQand?  ibaii 
one  c  :  c:  me  time,  li^^iju ft  divorce  or 
defertionj  idlenefs,  gluttony,  drunk- 
enoef^.  unchaue  compaay.  lafcivious 
(bogs-  baok%  picture?,  dancings,  ftage- 
play  Dcations  to  or 

aas  Oi  unc^eaiiaeioj,  eUi'»er  fclves 
or  nu---?. 

:^hih  commanaTneni  - 

,  -  ^"'/zkv/  are  the  mi.^  .    ' \: 

The  duties  required  in  the  eighih. 
:        :^:-nent  are^  truths  faithfulnefs 
:  ::  in  conrraft*?  and  comnier:^ 

every  one  hi^  au-e  .  r^uuu.^ou  g--^.^ 
finUvvfuily'  defined  from   the  -  ?5gnt 
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wners  rfat  -  -nding 

ireely^  accovciiiig  co  i^r  i^ii^  -^nd 
the  necefEties  of  O'^^er- ;  mod  . 
our  judgdieni: 

concerniog  woriu.  .a  proviaent 

care  and.Iiudy  to      ,  j'e  and 

di{pofe5  theie  things  \^  -  i^:^- 

ry  and  convenient  for  the  iuiten 
orour  nature  and  faitable  to  our  :c.o- 
duion  ;  a  lawful  calling,  and  diligence 
in       frugally ^  avoiding  unnec: 
law  fuits,  and  fiaretiihip  or  other  iiKe 
engagements;  and  an  cndcaver^  by  all 
juft  and  lawful  means,  to  procure,  pre- 
Terve  and  further  the  wealih  and  out- 
ward eftate  of  oibersj  ' 
own, 

Q,  Wkai  are  the/    /  - 
eighth  com manchneni  ^ 

"a.  The        rv-,M.-  ^ 
commands 

thed^ti  roboa- 
^TVi    n}au-iie^....gj  ^.;a  .cic.v.r.g  any 

ibing  that  is  ftolen  >  fraudu^en^  dc?!in-. 

falfe  weights  and  meafur: 
"^Jandiiiarks^  inii:  :  unii: 

in  comtrafis  bw.  :  ^  -  3n 

iii  mauers  of  truft  _  :  ,  : 


64 


tioDj  ufury,  bribery,  vexatious  law- 
fuiu,  unjuft  enclosures  and  depopula- 
tion, engroflm^  commodities  to  en- 
hance the  price,  unlawful  callings,  and 
all  other  unjuft  or  finful  ways  of  taking 
or  wiihholdmg  from  our  neighbor  what 
belongs  to  himjor  of  enriching  ourfelves, 
coveiousnefs,  inordmaie  prizuig  and 
affecting  worldly  goods,  diftrufttul  and 
diltrachng  cares  and  ftudies  in  getting, 
keeping,  and  uhng  them,  envying  at 
the  prosperity  of  others  ;  as  hkewife 
idlenefs,  prodigality,  waftcful  gaming^ 
and  all  other  ways  whereby  wc  do  un- 
duly prejudice  our  own  outward  eltate, 
and  defrauding  ourfelves  of  the  due 
ufe  and  comfort  of  that  eftatc  which 
God  haih  given  us. 

Q,  V/hicfi  is  the  ninth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  ninth  commandment  is, 
Thou  /halt  not  bare  Jalfc  witnefs  againji 
thy  neighbor, 

Q.  \Nhat  are  the  duties  required  in 
ike  ninth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  duties  required  in  the  ninth 
commandment  are,  the  preferving  and 
promoting  of  truth  between  man  and 
inan,  and  the  good  nsme  of  our  negh- 


hoT  as  wel^  as  our  own  :  appeaj^ing  and 
itanding  for  the  truth  ;  and  from  the 
heart  I'incerely,  freely,  clearlvj  ijnd  ful- 
ly, fpedking  ihe  truth,  and  only  the 
truth  in  matters  of  .j  udgement  and  juf- 
tice,  and  in  all  other  things  whatfocver ; 
a  charitable  efteem  of  our  neighbors  / 
lovrng,.  defiTing,  and  rejoicing  in  their 
:good  name  :  forrowing  for,  and  cove- 
ring of^.  their  infirmities  ;  freely  ac- 
knov/!ecging  of  their  gifts  and  graces^ 
iiefending  their  innoceivcy  ;  a  ready  re- 
ceiving of  a  good  report,  and  unwiU 
lingnefs  to  admit  of  an  evil  report,  con* 
cerning  them  ;  difcouraging^  tale-bear- 
ers, flatterers,  and  ilandereri  :  love  and 
care  of  our  owm  good  name,^  and  de- 
fending it  v/hen  need  rcquireih  :  keep- 
ing of  lawful  promises  ;  ftudying  and 
prattifin^  of  vvhaticever  things  are  true^ 
honeif,  lovely,-  and  ef  good  report. 

Q.  WkcU  are  thcjins  jo)  bidden  in  tlu 
flinch  commandin-tnt  ? 

A.  The  hns  forbidden  in  the  ninth 
commaadment  are,  aii  prejudicing  the 
truth,  and  the  good  name  of  our  neigh- 
borj,  as  well  as  our  own.  esDeciallv  in 
F  ^ 
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public  judicature  }  giving  false  evr^ 
dence,  faborning  falfe  witncffcs,  w\u 
tingly  appearing  and  pleading  for  an  e- 
vil  caufe,  out-facing  and  over-bearing 
tl?e  truth  ;  paging  unju ft  fentence,  caU 
ling  evil  good,  and  good  evil;  reward- 
ing the  wicked  according  to  the  work 
©f  the  righteous,  and  the  righteous  ac- 
cording to  the  work  of  the  wicked  ; 
forgery,  concealing  the  truth,  undue 
fiience  in  a  juft  cause,  and  holding  our 
peace  when  iniquity  calleth  for  either  a 
rfDroof  from  ourfelves,  or  complaint 
\:  ■  '  sneaking  the  truth  unleafon- 
^  rioufiy  to  a  wrong  end, 

^  ^^-^S  meaning, 

or  >  ■  ooabu  ^  .  ccal  expref- 
iions,  to  trc  prrjviQice  truth  or  juf. 
tice  ;  jpeaking  untruth,  lying,  flander- 
ing  !  ackhning,  detracting,  taie-bear- 
ir.g,  w  '^nering,  fcoffiing,  reviling,  rafli, 
barili,  aiid  pc^rtial  cenfuring  ;  mifcon* 
ilruQing  intentions,  wo?d^and  anions, 
flauering,  vain-glorious  boafting,  think- 
ing ox  fpeaking  too  highly*orf  oo  meanly 
of  our  selves  or  others  ;  denying  the  gifts 
and  graces  of  God  ;  aggravating  froalJer 
faults,   hiding,  excufingj  or  extenua- 
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ting  of  fins,  when  called  to  a  free  con- 
feffion,  unneceffary  difcovering  of  in- 
firmities, raifing  falfe  ramours,  receiv- 
ing and  countenancing  evil  reports^ 
and  flopping  our  ears  againft  juft  de- 
fence, evil  fufpicions,  envying  or  griev- 
ing at  the  deferved  credit  of  any,  en- 
deavoring or  dcfiring  to  impair  it,  re- 
rejoicing  in  their  difgrace  and  infamy, 
scornful  contempt,   fond  admirationj 
breach  of  lawful  promifes,  negleBing 
fuch  things  as  are  of  good  report,  and 
praflifmg  or  not  avoiding  ourfelves,  or 
not  hindering  what  we  can  in  others  ^ 
fuch  things  as  procure  an  ill  name. 
O.  Which  is  the  Unth  covmandmeni  ? 
A.  The  tenth  commandment  is,  2^^^^ 
Jhalt  not  covet  thy  neighbor's  hoiifi^  ^^ou 
fialt  not  covet  thy  neighbor's  wijh  '^or 
his  man-fervant^  nor  his  maid-fe'^'^^^^U 
nor  his  ox^  nor  his  afs^  nor  any  thing 
that  is  thy  neighbor's, 

O.  What  are  the  duties  required  "^nthc 
tenth  commandment  ? 

A.  The  duties  required  in  the  tenth 
commandment  are,  fuch  a  full  content- 
ment wiih  our  own  condition,  and  f^^ch 
a  charitable  frame  of  the  whole  ibul  10= 
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ward  our  neighbor,  as  that  all  otir  in- 
ward motions  and  affections  touching 
liim,  tend  unto,  and  funhcr all  that  good 
%^  hich  is  his. 

O,  What  are  the  fins  forkiddm  in  the 
iratk  commandTfunt  ? 

A.  The  fins  forbidden  in  the  tenth 
€omrnanda>ent  are^difcomentmenc  with 
our  own  eiiate  ;  envying  and  grieving 
at  the  good  of  our  neighbor,  together 
with  all  inordinate  naotions  and  affec- 
lions  te  any  thing  that  is  his. 

Q.  Is  any  man  able  perjeftly  to  keep 
the  commandments  of  God  ? 

A.  No  man  is  able*  either  of  him- 
felf,  or  by  any  grac:^  received  in  this 
li^e,  perfecsly  to  keep  the  coaimand- 
ments  of  God.  but  doih  daily  break 
them  in  thought,  word  and  dc-ed. 

Q.  Are  all  iranjgrefjions  of  the  law 
of  God  equally  heinous  ;  in  tticmfelvus 
and  in  the  fight  of  God  ? 

A.  All  tranfgreffions  o_f  the  law  of 
God  are  not  equally  heinous  ;  but  fonie 
fins  in  ihetnfeives,  and  by  reafon  of  fe- 
deral aggravations,  are  more  heinous 
in  the  fight  of  God  than  others. 

^.  What  arc  thofc  aggravations  thai 
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take  fame  fins  more  heinous  than  others  F 
A.  Sins  receive  their  aggravations, 

1.  From  the  perfons  offending,  if 
they  be  of  riper  ags  ;  greater  experience 
or  grace,  eminent  for  p*ofeffion,  gifts, 
place,  office,  guides  to  others,  and  whofe 
example  is  hkely  to  be  followed  by 
thers.  _ 

2.  From  the  parties  offended,  if  im« 
mediately  againft  God  his  attributes, 
and  worfhip  againtt  Chrift,  and  hii 
grace,  the  holy  fpirit,  his  wiinefs  and 
working  againfl  fuperiors,  men  ofemi- 
nency,  and  fuch  as  we  ftand  efpeciaily 
related  and  engaged  unto,  againft  any 
of  the  faints,  particularly  weak  brethren, 
the  fouls  of  them  or  any  other  and  the 
common  good  of  all  or  many. 

3.  From  the  nature  and  quality  of 
the  offence,  if  it  be  againtt  the  cxprefs 
letter  of  the  law,  break  many  com» 
mandments,  contain  in  it  many  (ins  ;  if 
not  only  conceived  in  the  heart;  but 
breaks  forth  in  words  and  actions,  fcan- 
dalize  others,  and  admit  of  no  repara- 
tion ;  if  againft  means,  mercies,  judg- 
ments, light  of  nature,  conviQion  of 
confcieoce,  public  or  private  admoni- 
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^h::^  Cc^furcs  of  the  ,  r^^a- 

Kiinmcnts^  and  our  pikytr^,  puvpofe.., 
promiles^  vows^  cavenanls/and  cr.- 
gageaienrs  to  God  or  men  ;  if  done  de- 
J^b-  wiifuUy,  prelumptuoufjy^ 

im  p  u  :  r .  .  boa  ftingly  5  m  a  lie iou  li  y  ^ 
frequently,  obftinately,  with  deligbr, 
contiouance^  or  relapfmg  after  repent^ 

phr  ,       :    :  V  Lord^G 

tioies  of  divine  wc.  ' 

Jy  before  or  after  i:.t,c  c;--: 

to  prevent  or  remedy  fach  rDifc:.. 

if  in  public  or  in  the  pjcftiice  :  - 

"^hc     -   -ereby  likely  to  be  provoI.cd 

or  r,^.. 

WAfS^  doth  cv^^y  fur  dekrvc  af> 
the  :7  :y ,  '  :      i  ^ 

A.  E  -v^Q  the  leaa,  '     ;  r 

:  :  •  ' 

b:-^h       this  life  and  \k^d.  ...;;c.i  .0 
c         ^nd  cannot  be  expiated,  but  bv'  • 

-"^-(v  i^;--^^:-^       wrath  and^ curfc  diit 


reafon  of  iki  iranJgfcjJiQn  of 

That  we  may  efcape  the  wrath 
'  z  lo  us  by  reafoa 
; ^'"c JaWg  he  re-- 
'.oward  God^ 
:     '  JeiusChrift^ 
2   or  rie  c.**wgid 


to  us  \ht 


■'o:::  ^.r.  oy^:ut'/2/^ci  meant 

w^.cTcuy   Chrzjz  cc:?:^uunicatcs  to  m  iht 


icucjits  of  Ills  fncdiattori  ? 
A.  I'he  outward  and  or- 


unary  means 
to  bis 
;.  <i"^iia  I A  o  ill  a  r c 
iij  the  word^j 
AH  which 
:icci  fcr  their 


O,  2-5       word^  made  effeUual 

:  jalvotion  ? 
Vi,     .  o '.-r-'c  0.F  God  TT.^keth 
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of  conforming  them  to  his  image,  and 
fubduing  them  to  his  will,  of  {lrength« 
eping  them  againft  temptations  and 
corruptions,  of  building  them  up  in 
grace,  and  eftabhfhing  their  hearts  in 
holincfs  and  comfort  through  faith  unto 
falvation. 

Q.  Js  the  word  of  God  to  he  read  by  all? 
A.  Although  all  arc  not  to  be  per- 
mitted to  read  the  word  publicly  to  the 
congregation,  y  et  all  forts  of  people  are 
bound  to  read  it  apart  by  themfelves, 
and  with  their  families,  to  which  end, 
the  holy  fcriptures  are  to  be  tranflated 
out  of  the  original  into  vulgar  language. 
Q.  How  IS  the  zuord  of  God  to  be  read? 
A.  The  holy  fcriptures  are  to  be  read 
miihan  high  and  reverend  cfteem  of 
them,  with  a  firm  perfuaiion  that  they 
are  the  very  word  of  God,  and  that  he 
only  can  enable  us  to  underftand  them 
^yith  defire  to  know,  believe  and  obey 
the  will  of  God  revealed  in  them,  with 
dili  gence  and.  attention  to  the  matter  and 
icopeof  them  with  meditation^  appli- 
cation, fclf'denial  and  prayer. 

Q.  By  wkcm  is  tkc  word  0/  God  to  h 
preached  ? 
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A.  The  word  of  God  is  to  be  preach- 
ed  only  by  fuch  as  arefufficiemly  gifted 
and  alfo  duly  approved  and  called  to 
that  office. 

0,  Howisthcword  oj Ged  toheprtach" 
td  by  thojc  that  arc  called  thereunto  ? 

A.  They  that  are  catied  to  labor  in 
the  miniftry  of  the  \v0rd5  are  to  preach 
found  doBrine  diligently  in  feafon  and 
out  of  feafon,  plainly  not  in  the  enti- 
cing woidc.  of  man':>  vvifdom,  bat  in  de- 
monftration  of  the  fpirit,  and  of  power : 
faithfully  making  known  the  whole 
coanlef  of  God,  wifely  applying  them- 
felves  to  the  neceffities  and  capacities 
of  the  bearers,  zealoDuy  with  fervent 
love  to  God  and  the  fouls  of  his  people 
lincereiy  piming  at  hii  glory,  and  their 
converlion,  edihcaiion  and  ialvation, 

0.  Wkat  is  regiiired  cfthohthat  hear 
the  word  preached  ? 

A.  It  Js  required  of  thofe  that  bear 
the  word  preached,  that  they  atiend 
upon  it  with  diligence,  preparation,  and 
prayerj  examine  what  they  hear  by  the 
icripturcs,  receive  the  truth  wiih  faitn, 
lave,  meekneis  and  veadinefs  cf  mindj 
a&  the  wOid  of  God,  iiiediis.;saeaioa* 
G 
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fer  of  it,  hide  it  in  their  hearts^  and 
bring  forth  the  fruits  of  it  in  their  lives, 
Q.  How  do  the  facraments  become  ef 
Jcd^ml  means  of  falvation  ? 

A.  The  facraments  become  efFeflual 
means  of  falvation,  not  by  any  power 
in  themfelvcsor  any  virtue  derived  from 
the  piety  or  intention  of  him  by  whom 
they  are  adminiftered,  bnt  only  by  the 
working  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  and  the 
bleffing  of  Chrift,  by  whom  they  are 
inftituied. 

Q.  What  is  a facrament  ? 

A.  A  facrament  is  a  holy  ordinance 
inftituted  by  Chriftin  hi5  church  to  fig. 
nify,  fcal  and  exhibit,  unto  thofe  that 
are  within  the  covenant  of  grace,  the 
benefits  of  his  mediation  ;  to  ftrcngth- 
en  and  iticrcafe  their  faith,  and  a!!  oth- 
er graces ;  to  oblige  them  to  obedience; 
to  teftify  and  cherilh  their  love  and  com' 

union  one  with  another;  and  to  dif- 
iinguilh  them  from  thofe thatare  without. 

^.  What  are  the  parts  of  a  facrament  ? 

A.  The  parts  of  a  facrament  are  two; 
the  one  an  outward  and  fenfible  fign', 
iifed  according  to  Chrift's  own  appoint- 
ment  ;  the  other  an  inward  and  fpirituai^ 
giace  thereby  fignified. 
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Q,  How  many  Jacraments  hath  Chrifi 
instituted  in  his  church  under  the  new 
tejlament  ? 

A.  Under  the  new  teftament  Chrift 
hath  inftitutedin  his  church  only  two  fac- 
laments,  baptifm  and  the  Lord's  fupper. 

Q^.  What  is  baptijml 

A.  Baptifm  is  a  facrament  of  the 
new  teftament,  wherein  Chrift  hath  or- 
dained the  waftiing  with  water  in  the 
name  of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son, 
and  of  the  Holy  Ghoft,  to  be  a  fign^ 
and  a  feal  of  ingrafting  into  himfeJf,  of 
reroiffion  of  fins  by  his  blood,  and  re- 
generation, by  his  Spirit ;  of  adoption 
and  refurre£lion  unto  everlafting  life  ; 
and  whereby  the  parties  baptized  are 
folemnly  admitted  into  the  vifiblc  church 
and  enter  into  an  open  and  profefted 
engagement  to  be  wholly  and  only  the 
Lord's. 

jg.  Unto  whom  is  baptifm  to  be  admi- 
nificred  ? 

A.  Baptifm  is  not  to  be  adminiftered 
to  any  that  areout  of  the  vifiblechurch, 
and  fo  ftrangers  from  the  covenant  of 
promife,  till  they  ptofefs  their  faith  in 
Chrilt,  and  obedience  to  him  ;  but  in- 
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fants  defcending  from  parents,  either 
both  or  but  one  of  them,  profeffing 
faith  in  Chrift  and  obedience  to  hirs  > 
are,  in  that  refpeft,  within  the  cove- 
nant and  to  be  baptized. 

Q.  How  is  our  baptifm  to  he  improv- 
ed  iy  us? 

A.  The  needful  but  much  neglefted 
duty  of  improving  our  baptifm,  is  to 
be  performed  by  us  all  our  life  long, 
efpecially  in  the  t'imc  of  temptation,  and 
\yhen  we  are  prefent  at  the  adminiRra- 
tion  of  it  to  others  by  ferious  and  thank- 
ful confideration  of  the  nature  of  it 
and  of  the  ends  for  which  Chrift  infti! 
tuted  it,  the  privileges  and  benefits  con- 
ferred  and  fealed  thereby,  and  our  fo* 
Jernn  vow  made  therein,  by  being  hum- 
bled for  our  finful  defilement,  our  fal- 
ling fliort  of,  and  walking  contrary  to 
the  grace  of  baptifm  and  our  engage- 
ments, by  growing  up  to  affuranee^of 
pardon  of  fm,  and  of  all  other  bleffings 
fealed  to  us  in  that  facrament,  by  draw- 
ing ft  rength  from  the  death  and  refur- 
reflion  of  Ghrift,  into  whom  are 
baptized,  for  the  mortifying  of  fin,  and 
quickening  of  grace  and  by  endeavor^ 
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jng  to  live  bv  faiih,  to  have  our  con- 
vcrfation  in  holinefs  and  righteouinefg 
as  thofe  that  have  therein  given  up  their 
names  to  Chrilt,  and  to  walk  in  bro- 
therly love  as  being  baptized  by  the 
fame  fpirit  into  one  body. 

What  is  the  Lord's  fip^er  ? 

A.  The  Lord's  fupper  is  a  facranient 
of  the  New-Teftament  wherein  by  giv- 
ing and  receiving  bread  and  wine,  ac» 
corqing  to  the  appointment  of  Jefus 
ChfiR,  his  death  is  fhewed  forih  and 
they  that  worthily  communicate  feed 
upon  his  body  and  blood,  to  iheir  fpi> 
ritual  nourifhraent  and  grovnh  in  grace 
have  their  union  and  communion  v^Mth 
him  confirmed,  teftiFy  and  re-^iew  their 
lhankfulnefsj  and  engagement  to  God 
and  their  m.utual  love  and  feiiowfhip 
each  with  other  as  members  ofthe  fame 
myftical  body.  ^ 

'g.  Hoxjj  hath  Chrijl  appointed  bread 
and  wine  to  be  given  and  received  in  the 
Jacrament  of  the  Lcrd^s  /upper  ? 

A.  Chriil  hath  appointed  the  minif- 
ters  of  his  word,  in  the  adminiPiration 
of  this  facrament  of  the  Lord's  fupper, 
to  fet  aoart  the  bread  and  wine  from 
G  2 
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common  ufe  by  the  word  of  inftitution, 
ihankfgiving  and  prayer;  to  take  and 
break  the  bread,  and  to  give  both  the 
bread  and  the  wine  to  the  communis 
cants  :  who  are  by  the  fame  appoint- 
ment to  take  and  eat  the  bread  and 
dunk  the  viine,  in  thankful  remem- 
brance  that  the  body  of  Chfift  was  bro- 
ken and  given^  and  bis  blood  (bed  for 
them. 

Q.  Egw  do  ihty  that  worthily  commu- 
mcate  in  the  Lara's  fupper feed  upon  ikc 
body  and  blood  oj  Clirlji  ihtrein  ? 

A.  As  the  body  end  blood  of  Chrift 
are  not  corporally  or  carnally  prefent 
in,  with  or  under  the  bread  and  wine 
in  the  Lord's  fuppcr,  and  yet  are  fpiri- 
tualty  prefent  to  the  faith  of  the  re- 
ceiver^ no  Icfs  truly  and  realiy  than 
the  elements  themfelves  are  to  their  out- 
ward fenfes ;  fo  they  that  worthily  com^ 
rnunicaie  in  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's 
flipper,  do  therein  feed  upon  the  body 
and  blood  of  Chriil,  not  after  a  corpo- 
ra! and  carnal,  but  in  a  fpirirual  rr.an- 
^  ner  ;  yet  trulv  and  really  while  bv  faith 
they  receive  and  apply  nnto  themfeives 
Chrift  crucifiedj  and  al!  the  benefits  of 
bis  death. 
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Q.  Hooj  are  they  that  receive  the  fa- 
cramcnt  of  the  Lord's  Jupper  to  prepare 
ihtmfelvts  before  they  come  uivo  it  ? 

A.  They  that  receive  the  facrament 
of  the  Lord's  fijpper,  are  before  ihey 
corTie  to  prepare  ihemielves  thereunto^ 
by  examining  tbemfelves  of  iheir  being 
in  Chjift,  of  their  fins  and  wants  ;  of 
ihe  truth  and  meafure  of  their  know- 
ledge, faiib,  repentance,  love  <o  God 
and  the  brethren,  charity  to  all  men, 
forgiving  ihofe  that  have  done  them 
wrong,  of  their  dehres  after  Chrift  and 
oF  their  new  obedience  \  and  by  renew- 
ing the  exercife  of  ihefe  graces  by  feri- 
ous  nricditation,  and  fervent  prayer. 

May  one  who  douhieik  of  his  being 
in  Chrif}\  or  of  his  due  preparation^ 
come  to  the  Lord/s  fuppcr  ? 

A.  One  who  doubieth  of  his  being 
in  Chriii,.  of  of  his  due  preparation, 
to  the  facraaient  of  the  Lord's  fuppeVj 
may  have  true  iniereft  in  Chriftjthough 
he  be  noi  yet  alTured  thereof  and  in 
God's  account  it  hdih  if  he  be  duly  af- 
fected wiui  the  apprehenfion  of  the 
want  of  it  and  unfeignedly  defires  to  be 
found  in  Chriftj  and  i(x depart  from  in^ 


iquity  in  which  cafe  (becaufe  promifes 
are  rnadeand  thisfscrament  is  appoimed 
for  the  reiief  evenof  weak  and  doubting 
chriftians)  he  is  to  bewail  his  unbeiicF 
and  labor  to  have  his  doubts  refoKed, 
and  fo  doing  he  may  and  ought  to 
come  to  the  Lord's  fupper  that  he  may 
be  further  ftrengthened, 

Q.  May  a7iy  who  profcfs  the  faith, 
and  defire  to  come  to  the  Lord's  [upptr^ 
It  kept  from  it  ? 

A.  Such  as  are  found  to  be  ignorant 
or  fcandalous,  notwithftanding  their 
profeffion  of  the  fai:h,  and  defire  to 
come  to  the  Lord's  fupper,  may  and 
ought  to  be  kept  from  that  facrameni 
by  the  power  which  Chnft  haih  left  in 
bis  church,  until  they  receive  inftruc- 
tion,  and  manifcft  their  reformation. 

Q.  What  is  required  of  them  thai  re- 
reive  the  jacrament  cf  the  Lord's fupbtr 
in  the  time  of  the  admin?  firattcn  of  ih 

A.  It  is  required  of  them  that  re- 
ceive  the  facrament  of  the  Lord  s  [up- 
per, that  during  the  time  of  the  admi> 
niftration  of  it.  u  iib  all  holy  reverence 
and  attention  they  wait  upon  God  in 
thai  ordinance^  diligently  obferve  ihi>- 


facramental  elements  and  aBioris,  heed- 
fa  lly  difcern  the  Lord's  body,  and  af- 
fectionately meditate  on  his  death  and 
fiifferihgs,  and  thereby  ftir  up  them- 
felves  to  a  vigorous  exercife  of  their  gra- 
ces ;  in  judging  themfelves,  and  for- 
rowing  for  fin  ;  in  earneft  hungering 
and  thirfting  after  Chrift,  feeding  on 
him  by  faith,  receiving  of  his  fulnefs^ 
trufting  in  his  merits,  rejoicing  in  his 
iove,  giving  thanks  for  his  grace ;  in: 
renewisg  of  their  covenant  with  God, 
and  love  to  all  the  faints. 

What  ts  the  duty  of  chrijlians^  af- 
itr  they  have  received  the  facrament  of 
the  Lord's  fjpper  ? 

A.  The  duty  of  chriftians,  after  they 
have  received  the  facrament  of  the  Lord's 
fupper,  IS  ferioufly  to  confiderhow  they 
bdve  behaved  thcmfelves  therein,  and 
with  what  fuccefs  ;  if  they  find  quick- 
ening and  comfort,  to  blefs  God  for  it, 
beg  the  con:inuance  efit^  watch  againft 
relapfes,  tuiftl  their  vows,  and  encou- 
rage themfclves  to  a  frequent  attendance 
on  that  ordinance  ;  but  if  they  find 
no  prefent  benefit,  more  exaSly  lo  re- 
view their  preparation  tOj  and  carriage 
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vat  the  facrament  ;  in  both  which,  if 
they  can  approve  thernfelvcs  to  God 
and  their  own  confciences,  they  are  to 
wait  for  the  fruit  of  it  in  due  time  :  but 
if  they  fee  they  have  failed  in  either^they 
are  to  be  hunibled,  and  to  attend  upon 
itafterwardsvvithmorecareanddiligencc. 

Q.  Wherein  do  the  facraments  of  bap- 
tiftn  and  the  Lord's  [upper  agree  ? 

A.  The  facrameots  of  baptifm  and 
the  Lard's  fupper  agree,  in  that  the  au- 
thor of  both  is  God;  the  fpiritual  part 
of  both  is  Chrift  and  his  benefits ;  both 
are  feals  of  the  fame  covenant,  arc  to 
be  difpenfed  by  minifters  of  the  gofpel, 
and  by  none  other,  and  to  be  continu- 
ed in  the  church  of  Chrift  until  his  fe- 
cond  coming. 

^  Wherein  do  the  Jaeraments  of  hap- 
iijm  and  the  Lord's  /upper  di£er  ? 

Ae  The  facraments  of  baptifm  and 
the  Lord's  fupper  differ,  in  that  baptifm 
is  to  be  adminiiiered  but  once,  with 
w^atcr  to  be  a  fign  and  feal  of  our  re- 
generation and  ingrafting  into  Chrift, 
and  that  even  to  infants  :  whereas  the 
Lord's  fupper  is  to  be  adminiftercd  of- 
ten in  the  elements  of  bread  and  wine 
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to  reprefent  and  exhibit  Chrift  as  fpirit- 
uai  nourifhment  to  the  foul,  and  to 
confirm  our  continuance  and  growth 
in  him,  and  that  only  to  fuch  as  are  of 
years  and  ability  to  examine  themfelves. 

Q.  What  is  prayer  ? 

A,  Prayer  is  an  offering  up  of  our 
desires  unto  God ;  in  the  name  ofCbrift, 
by  the  help  of  his  spirit;  with  confeffion 
of  our  fins,  and  thankful  acknowledge 
mcnt  of  his  mercies. 

Q.  Are  we  to  pray  unto  God  only  ? 

A.  God  only  being  able  to  fearch 
the  hearts,  hear  the  requefts,  pardon 
the  fins,  and  fulfil  the  defires  ofalU- 
and  only  to  be  believed  in  and  worfhipl 
ped  with  religious  wor fhip  :  prayer  which 
is  a  fpecial  part  thereof,  is  to  be  made 
by  all  to  him  alone,  and  to  none  other. 

0.  What  IS  It  to  pray  in  the  name  of 
Chrifl  ?  ^ 

.  A.  To  pray  in  the  name  of  Chrift, 
is,  in  obedience  to  his  command,  and 
in  confidence  on  his  promifes,  to  afk 
mercy  for  his  fake;  not  by  bare  men- 
tioning  of  his  name,  but  by  drawing 
our^cncouragement  to  pray^  and  our 
boldnefs,  ftrength  and  hope  of  accept- 
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diation. 

Q.  Why  art  we  ta  pray  in  tht  name 
of  thrift^ 

A.  The  finfulnefs  of  man,  and  his 
diftance  from  God  by  reafon  thereof^ 
being  fo  great,  as  that  we  can  have  no 
accefs  into  his  prefence  without  a  me^ 
diatoF}  and  there  being  none  in  hea- 
ven or  earth  appointed  to,  or  fit  for 
that  glorious  work  but  Chrilt  alone  ;  ; 
>ve  arc  to  pray  in  no  other  name  but  Im 
only. 

How  dolh  the  fpirit  kelp  us  iQ 

pray  ? 

A.  We  not  knowing  what  to  pray 
for  as  we  ought,  the  fpirit  heipeth  our 
infirmities,  by  enabhng  us  to  ynder- 
ftand  both  for  whom  and  what  and  how  ^ 
prayer  is  to  be  made ;  and  by  working  | 
and  quickening  in  our  hearts  (although  1 
not  in  all  pcrfons,  nor  at  all  times  in 
the  fame  meafure)  thofe  apprehenfions  ^ 
afFeetions  and  graces,  which  are  requi- 
fite  for  the  right  performance  gf  that  I 
duty. 

Q^.  For  whom  are  we  to  pray  ? 

A.  We  are  to  pray  fox  me  whole 


church  or  Chrift  upon  earth,  for  ma^ 
giftratcs  and  minifters,  for  ourfelves^ 
ourbrethren,  yea,  our  enemies,  and 
for  all  forts  of  men  living,  or  that  (hall 
live  hereafter  :  but  not  for  the  dcad^ 
nor  ihofe  that  are  known  to  have  finned 
Xhc  fin  unto  death. 

Q.  For  what  things  are  we  to  pray  ? 

A.  We  are  to  pray  for  all  things  ten- 
ding to  the  glory  of  God,  the  welfare 
of  the  church,  curovvn  orothersgood  ; 
l)ut  not  for  any  thing  that  is  unlavvfuU 

(2-  How  are  tae  to  pray  ? 

A.  We  are  to  pray  with  an  awful 
apprehenCon  of  the  majefty  of  God, 
and  deep  fenfe  of  our  own  unwortbi- 
nefs,  necoiTnies  and  fins ;  with  penitent, 
thankful  and  enlarged  hearts  ;  with  un- 
ilerftanding.  faith,  finceriiy,  fervency, 
love,  and  pcrfeverance,  waiting  upon 
him  with  humble  fubmiiTion  to  his  will. 

(?.  What  ruU  hath  God  eiven  for  cur 
diretlion  in  the  duty  of  prayer  ? 

A.  The  whole  word  of  God  is  ofufe 
to  dirc£l  us  in  the  duty  of  prayer  ;  but 
the  fpecial  rule  of  direflion  is  that  form 
of  prayer  which  our  Saviour  Chrift 
taught  hi^  difciples,  commonly  called 
The  Lord's  Vrayer.  H 
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O.  How  is  the  Lord's  p7'aycr  to  be 
fedf 

A.  The  Lord's  prayer  is  not  only 
for  direBion,  as  a  pattern  according 
to  which  wc  are  to  make  other  prayers ; 
but  may  alfo  be  ufed  as  a  prayer,  fo 
that  it  be  done  with  underflanding, 
faith,  reverence  and  other  graces  necef- 
fary  to  the  right  performance  of  the  du- 
ty of  prayer. 

Q.  OJ  hoio  many  parts  doth  the  Lord's 
prayer  confijl  ? 

A.  The  Lord's  prayerconfifts  of  thre 
parts,  a  preface,  petitions  and  a  con- 
clufion. 

(I.  What  doth  the  preface  of  the  Lord^s 
prayer  teach  us  ? 

A.  The  preface  of  the  Lord's  pray- 
er (coniainedin  ihefe  words  Our  Father 
xvhichart  in  heaven  J  teacheih  us,  whea 
we  pray,  to  draw  near  to  God  with 
confidence  of  bis  fatherly  goodnefsjand 
our  interelt  therein ;  with  reverence 
and  all  other  chiid-Hkedifpofuions^  hea- 
venly affeftions,  and  due  apprehenfions 
of  his  fovereign  pov^^er,  inajeRy  and 
gracious  condefcenfion,  as  alio,  to 
pray  with  and  for  others. 
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Q.  What  do  rve  pray  for  in  the  Jirjl 
petition  ? 

A.  In  the  firft  petition  (which  is, 
hallowed  Se  thy  name)  acknowledging 
the  utter  inability  and  indifpofition  that 
is  in  ourfclves  and  all  men  to  honor 
God  aright,  we  pray,  that  God  would 
by  his  grace  enable  and  incline  us  and 
Qthers  to  know,  to  acknowledge,  and 
highly  to  eiteem  him,  his  titles,  attri- 
butes, ordinances,  word,  works,  and 
whatfoever  he  is  pleafed  to  make  him- 
felf  known  by,  and  to  glorify  him  in 
thought,  word  and  deed  :  that  he  would 
prevent  and  remove  atbeifm,  ignor- 
ance, idolatry,  profancnefs  and  what- 
ever is  difhonorable  to  him  ;    and  by 
his  overruling  providence,  direft  and 
difpofe  of  all  things  to  his  own  glory, 
i;        Q.  What  do  we  pray  for  m  the  fe- 
cond  petition  ? 

A.  In  the  fecond  petition  (which  is^ 
thy  kingdom  come)  acknowledging  our- 
felves  and  all  mankind  to  be  by  nature 
I  under  the  dominion  of  fin  and  fatan, 
we  pray,  that  the  kingdom  of  fin  and 
fatan  may  be  deftroyed,  the  gofpel  pro- 
I    pagated  throughout  the   world,  the 
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Jews  called,  the  fulnefs  of  the  Gentiles 
brought  in  ;  the  church  furnilhed  with 
all  gofpcl  officers  and  ordinances,  pur- 
ged from  corruption,  countenanced 
and  maintained  by  the  civil  magiftrates: 
that  the  ordinances  of  Chrift  may  be 
purely  difpenfed,  and  made  efFcdual  to 
the  converting  of  thofe  that  are  vet  in 
their  fins,  and  the  confirming,  'com- 
fortmg,  and  building  up  of  thofe  that 
are  already  converted;  that  Chrift 
would  rule  in  our  hearts  here,  and  haf- 
ten  the  time  of  bis  fecond  coming,  and 
our  reigning  with  him  forever,  and  he 
would  be  pleafed  fo  to  exercifethe king- 
dom of  his  power  in  all  the  world  as 
may  beft  conduce  to  thefe  ends. 

Q.  What  do  we  pray  for  in  the  third 
petition  P 

A.  In  the  third  petition  (which  is 
thy  will  be  done  in  earth  as  it  is  in  hea- 
ven) acknowledging,  that  by  nature 
we  and  all  men  are  not  only  utterly  un- 
able and  unwilling  to  know  and  do  the 
will  of  God,  but  prone  to  rebel  againfl 
his  word,  to  repine  and  murmur  a- 
gaift  his  providence,  and  wholly  in- 
clined to  do  the  will  of  the  flefh,  and 
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'  of  the  devil;  we  pray  that  God  would 
by  his  fpirit  take  away  from  ourfelves 
and  others  all  blindnefsj  weaknefs,  in- 
difpofednefs  and  perverfeneis  of  heart ; 
and  by  his  grace  make  us  able  and  wil- 
ling lo  know,  and  fubmit  to  bis  will  in 
ail  things,  with  the  like  humilityj  cheer, 
fulnefs,  faithfulnels,  diligence,  zeal^ 
finceriiy,  and  conltancy,  as  the  angels 
do  in  heaven. 

Q.  What  do  we  pray  for  in  the  fourth 
petition  ? 

A.  In  the  fourth  petition  (which  is. 
^ive  us  this  day  our  dcily  bread jacknow* 
Jedging,  that  in  Adam,  and  by  our  own 
fin,  we  have  forfeited  our  right  to  all 
the  outward  bleiTings  of  this  life,  and 
deferve  to  be  wholly  deprived  of  ihem 
by  God,  and  to  have  them  curfed  to  us 
I    in  the  ufe  ef  them ;  and  that  neither 
they  of  themfelves  are  able  to  fuftaiii 
,    us,  nor  weto  merit,  or  by  our  own  io» 
j    duftry  to  procure  theiii  :  but  prone  to 
I    defire,  get  and  ufe  them  unlawfully  :  we 
pray  for  ourfelves  and  oihers,  that  both 
'  they  and  we,  waiting  upon  the  provi- 
dence of  God  from  day  to  day  m  ihe 
ufe  of  lawful  means,  may,  of  bb  free 
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giftj  and  as  to  his  fatneriy  wifdom  fliali 
leem  beft,  enjoy  a  competent  portion 
of  them,  and  have  the  fame  continued 
and  bleM'ed  unto  us  in  our  holy  and 
comfortable  ufe  of  them,  and  content- 
ment in  them  :  and  be  kept  from  all 
things  that  are  contrary  to  our  ien)po- 
ral  fupport  and  comfort, 

Q.  Wkat  do  zuc  pray  for  in  the  fijih 
petition  ? 

A.  In  the  fifth  petition  (which  is, 
forgive  us  our  dtbls  as  -ujt  Jorgive  our 
debtors)  acknowledging,  that  we  and 
all  others  are  guilty  both  of  original  and 
afiua!  fin,  and  thereby  become  debtors 
to  the  juftice  of  God,  and  that  neither 
we  nor  any  other  creature,  can  make  the 
lead  fatisfaSion  for  that  debt  ;  Vvcpray 
for  ourfclves  and  others,  that  God,  of 
bis  free  grace,  would  through  the  obe- 
dience and  fatisfaQion  of  Chrift  appre- 
hended and  applied  by  faiih,  acquit  us 
both  from  the  guilt  and  punifhment  of 
fin  accept  us  in  his  beloved, continue  his 
favor  and  grace  to  us,  pardon  our  daily 
failings,  and  fill  us  with  peace  and  joy 5 
in  giving  us  daily  more  and  more  aiTu- 
ranee  of  forgivenefs ;  w^hich  we  are  the 
rather  emboldened  to  alk^  and  encoura- 
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ged  to  expe£i5  when  we  have  this  tchi- 
iRony  in  ourfelvesjthat  we  froiB  the  heart 
forgive  others  iheir  olfences. 

Q.  What  do  zve  pray  for  in  ihefixth 
petition  ? 

A.  In  the  fixth  petition,  (which 
ani  lead  us  not  into  ttviptation^  but  deli- 
ver us  from  evil)  acknowledging  that 
the  moft  wife,  righteous  and  gracious 
Godj  for  divers,  holy  and  juft  ends, 
may  fo  order  things,  that  we  may  be 
aiTaulted,  foiled,  and  for  a  ume  led 
captive  by  temptations,  that  fatan,  the 
world  and  the  liefli,  are  ready  power- 
fully to  draw  us  aGde  and  enfnare  us  • 
and  that  we,  even  afier  the  pardon  of 
our  fins,  by  reafon  of  our  corruption^ 
weaknefs  and  want  of  watchfuinefs,are 
not  only  fubjeO:  to  be  tempted,,  and 
forward  to  expofe  ourfeives  unto  temp- 
tations, but  alio  of  ourfeives  unable  and 
unwiUing  to  refist  theoi,  to  recover  oat 
©f  then),  and  to  improve  them,  and 
worthy  to  be  leu  under  the  pov>^er  of 
them  ;  we  pray  that  God  would  fo  o- 
ver-rule  the  world  and  all  in  it,  fubdue 
the  flefh,  and  reftrain  fatan,  order  all 
thingSj  beftovv   and  blefs  all  means  of 
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grace,  and  quicken  us  to  watchfulnefs  ' 
in  the  ufe  of  them,  that  wc  and  all  his  ' 
people  may  by  his  providence  be  kept 
from  being  tempted  to  fin,  or  if  tempt-  " 
ed,  that  by  his  fpirit  we  may  be  pow-  ' 
erluiiy  fupported  and  enabled  to  ttand 
in  the  hour  of  temptation;   or  when  J 
fallen,  raifcd  again  and  recovered  out 
of  it,  and  have  a  fanfciified  ufe  and  im- 
provement thereof;  that  our  fanaifi-  : 
cation  and  falvation  may  be  perfe8ed,  ^ 
fatiui  trodden  under  cur  feet,  and  we 
fully  freed  from  fin,  temptation  and  all  i 
evil  forever.  j 

Q.  What  o'olh  the  conclvjon  of  the  ^ 
Lord's  prayer- lea.ch 'js  ?  .i 

A.  The  conclufion  of  the   Lord's  ' 
prayer,  (which  is, /or  thine  is  the  king. 
Aoni,  andihe  poioer  and  the  glory  ^forever  ^ 
Amen)  teacheth  us  to  enforce  our  pe-  ' 
titions  with  arguments,  which  are  to 
be  taken,  not  from  any  unworthinefs  ^ 
in  ourfelves  or  in  any  other  creature,  ' 
but  from  God:  and  with  our  prayers  ' 
to  join  praifes,  afcribing  to  God  alone 
eternal  fovereignty,  omnipotency,  and 
glorious  excellency,  in  regard  whereof  ' » 
as  he  is  sbic  sud  willing  to  help  usj  fo  p 
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we  by  faiih  are  emboldened  to  plead 
with  him  that  he  would,  and  quietly  to 
rely  upon  him,  that  he  will  fulfil  our 
requeft. — And  to  teftify  this  our  defirc 
andaffurance,  we  fay.  Amen. 

Promifcs  addrejjcd  to  the  Rifing  Gene- 
ration. 

FOR  your  encouragement,  my 
dear  little  children,  I  tranfcribe  the  fol- 
lowing pafTages  of  fcripture,  immedi- 
ately direQed  to  your  age  ;  commit 
them  carefuHy  to  memory,  and  confi- 
dcrthem  as  addreffed  to  you  in  particu- 
lar,  no  lefs  than  if  your  names  were 
audibly  mentioned  from  heaven,  PC 
Ixxxix,  26,  «  He  fhall  cry  unto  me, 
Thou  art  my  Father,  my  God,  and 
the  rock  of  my  falvation.'*  Prov.  viii, 
^7?  32,  33?  34-— "  I  love  them  that 
love  me,  and  thev  that  feek  me  early 
fhall  find  me.  Now  therefore  hearken 
unto  me  O  ye  children,  for  blelTed  are, 
they  that  keep  my  ways.  Hear  inftruc/ 
tion  and  be  wife^  and  refufe  it  not, 
BlelTed  is  the  man  that  heareth  me, 
watching  daily  at  my  gates,  waiting  at 
the  pofts  of  my  doors/'  Ecclefiafie^ 
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nil  1.  "  Remember  now  thy  Creator 
in  the  days  of  thy  youlhj  while  the  e- 
vil  days  come  not,  nor  the  year?  araw 
nigh,  when  thou  fiiak  (ay  I  have  no 
plcafure  in  them."  J^-^".  iii^  4.  "Wilt 
thou  not  from  this  time  cry  unto  nic, 
My  Father,  thou  art  the  guide  of  my 
youth  ?"  Mark  x.  14,  16,  "  Suffer 
little  children  to  come  unto  me,  and 
forbid  them  not,  forof  fuchis  the  king- 
dom of  God.  And  he  took  them  up 
in  his  arms,  put  his  hands  upon  them, 
and  bleffed  them."  g  Tim.  iii.  15, 
And  thou  from  a  child  haft  known 
the  holy  fcriptures,  which  are  able  to 
make  thee  wife  unto  falvation,  through 
faith  which  is  in  Chrift  Jefus." 


HYMNS, 
ON  VARIOUS  SUBJECTS. 

HYiMN  I. 

.   LOVEST  THOU  ME  ?  Joku  Xxi,  l6. 

f 

'TIS  a  point  I  long  to  know, 
Oft  it  caufes  anxious  thought  : 

Do  I  love  the  Lord  or  no  ? 
Am  I  his  or  am  I  not  ? 

If  I  love,  why  am  I  thus  ? 

Why  this  dull  and  lifelefs  frame  ? 
Hardly,  fure^  can  ihey  be  worfe. 

Who  have  never  heard  his  name. 

Could  my  heart  fo  hard  remain, 
PrayV  a  taflc  and  burden  prove  ; 

Ev'ry  trifle  give  me  pain. 
If  I  knew  a  Saviour's  love  ? 

When  I  turn  my  eyes  within. 

All  is  dark,  and  vain,  and  wild  : 
Fill'd  with  unbelief  and  fin, 
"   Can  I  deem  myfelf  a  child  ? 


If  I  pray,  or  hear,  or  read, 
Sin  is  mix'd  with  all  I  do  ; 
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You  that  love  the  Lord  indeed^ 
Tell  me  is  it  thus  with  you  ? 

Yet  I  mourn  my  ftubborn  will, 
Find  my  fin  a  grief  and  thrall  : 

Should  I  grieve  for  what  I  feel, 
If  I  did  not  love  ac  ail  ? 

Gould  I  joy  his  faints  to  meet, 

Chufe  ibe  ways  I  once  ^bhor'd^ 
Find,  at  times,  (be  promif-  fweetj 
If  1  did  not  love  the  Lord  ? 

Lord  decide  the  doubtful  cafe! 

Thou  who  art  the  people's  lun  ; 
Shine  upon  thy  work  of  grace, 

If  it  be  indeed  be£un. 

Let  me  love  thee  more  and  more 
If  I  love  at  all,  I  pray  ; 

If  I  have  not  iov'd  beiore. 
Help  me  to  begin  to- day. 


HYMN  IL 
A  new-year's  thought  and  frayir 

TIME,  by  moments,  fteals  av/av, 
Firft  the  hour  and  then  the  day  : ' 
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Small  the  daily  lofs  appears^ 
Yet  it  foon  amounts  to  years  t 
Thus  another  year  is  flown. 
Now  it  is  no  more  cur  own  : 
If  it  brought  or  promised  good^ 
Then  the  year's  before  the  flood. 

But  ( may  none  of  us  forget) 
It  has  left  us  much  in  debt  • 

t'ors  from  the  Lord  received* 
Sins  that  have  his  fpirit  griev^d^ 
Mark'd  by  an  unerring  hand. 
In  his  book  recorded  ftand  • 
Who  can  tell  the  va(t  amount. 
Plac'd  to  each  of  our  account  ? 

Happy  the  believing  foul ! 
Chrift  for  you  has  paid  the  whole 
While  you  own  the  debt  is  large, 
You  may  plead  a  full  difcharge  : 
But  poor  carelefs  finners  fay, 
What  can  you  to  jufticc  pay  ? 
Tremble,  left  when  life  io  patt. 
Into  prifon  you  be  caft ! 

Will  you  ftill  increafe  the  fcorc! 
Still  be  carelefs  as  before  ? 
Oh  forbid  it  gracious  Lord, 
Touch  their  fpirit  by  thy  word! 
1 


Nov;  in  mercy  to  thciii  (hew 
What  a  mighty  debtihey  owe! 
All  their  unbelief  fiibdue, 
Let  them  find  forgivenefs  too, 

SparVi  to  fee  another  year, 
Let  thy  bleffings  meet  us  here  j 
Come,  thy  dying  work  revive, 
Bid  thy  drooping  garden  thrive  ; 
Sun  of  righteourncfs  arife. 
Warm  our  hearts  and  blefs  our  eyes  ; 
Let  our  pray'r  thy  bowels  move. 
Make  ih'u  year  a  time  of  love. 

HYxMN  III. 


A   HYMK   BEFORE  SACRAMEXT. 

THIS  day  the  Lord  of  bofts  invites 

Unto  a  coRly  lead  : 
I  will  take  care,  and  will  prepare 

To  be  a  welcome  gueit. 

But  who  and  what  am  I,  O  Lord  ; 

Unholy  and  unfit 
To  come  within  thy  doorsj  oral 

Thy  table  t"or  to  fit. 


A v/ake  repentance  faith  and  iove.t 
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Awake,  O  every  grace  ; 
To  meet  your  Lord  with  one  accord^ 
In  his  moft  holy  place. 

Worldly  diftraBion  (lay  behind^ 

Below  the  mount  abide  ; 
Caufe  no  difturbance  in  my  mind^ 

To  make  my  Saviour  chide. 

O  come  my  Lord,  the  time  draws  nigh 

That  I  am  to  receive ; 
Stand  with  my  pardon  fealed  by, 

Perfuade  me  to  believe. 

Let  not  my  Jefus  now  beftrange^ 
Nor  hide  himiclf  from  me, 

But  caufe  thy  face  lo  Ihine  upon 
The  foul  that  longs  for  thee. 

Come,  blefFed  Spirit  from  above  I 

My  foul  do  thou  infpire 
T'approach  the  table  of  the  Lord^ 

With  fuinefs  of  defire, 

O  let  our  entertainment  now 

Be  fo  exceeding  fweet. 
That  we  may  long  to  come  again^ 

And  at  thy  altar  meet, 


too 
HYMN  IV. 

AX    HYMN   AFTER  SACRAMEKT. 

LORD,  any  mercy  fhort  of  hell. 

For  ine  it  is  too  good  ; 
Bur  I  have  eat  the  flefh  ofChrift, 

And  alio  drank  his  blood  ! 

Myfterious  depths  of  endlefs  love 

My  admiration  raifc  ! 
O  God,  thy  name  exalted  is  ! 

Above  thehigheft  praife! 

My  Saviour's  flefh  is  meat  iodeed^ 
His  blood  is  drink  divine  ; 

His  graces  drop  like  honey. combs^ 
His  comforts  tafte  like  wine. 

This  day  has  Chrift  refrefh'd  my  foul 
Vv'iih  his  abundant  grace  ; 

For  which  I  magnify  his  name. 
Longing  to  fee  his  face« 

Vv'hen  fnall  my  foul  afcend  on  high^ 
Mofl  holy,  juft,  and  true  ! 

To  eat  that  bread  and  drink  that  wine 
Which  is  forever  new  ; 
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To  him  that  fits  upon  the  throne. 

And  Chrift  the  Lamb,  therefore^ 
Be  glory,  bieffing,  ft'-ength,  renown, 
And  hoaor  evermore.  Amen. 

M  '  ^ 

HYMN  V. 


LIFE  THE  ONLY  ACCEPTED  TIME. 

"  WHILE  life  prolongs  its  precious 
light, 

Mercy  is  found,  and  peace  is  given  ; 
But  foon,  ah  foon  !  approaching  night 
Shall  blot  out  every  hope  of  heaven. 

While  God  invites,  how  blef:'d  the  day  [ 
How  fweet  the  gofpel'scharming  found? 

Come  finner's,  haRe,  oh  hafte  away, 
While  yet  a  pardoning  God  he's  found." 

Soon,  borne  on  time's  moft  rapid 
wing, 

Shall  death  command  you  to  the  grave. 
Before  his  bar  your  fpirits  bring, 
And  none  be  found  to  he^r  or  fave." 

In  that  long  land  of  deep  defpair, 
No  Sabbath'^  heavenly  light  fnali  nf^; 

I;  2 
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No  God  regard  your  bitter  prayer, 
Nor  faviour  call  jou  lo  the  fl^ies/' 

No  wonders  to  thedeadare  iliown, 
(The  wonders  of  redeeming  love  ;) 
Nq  voice  his  glorious  truth  makes  known 
Nor  fings  the  blifs  of  climes  above. 

Silence,  and  folitude,  and  gloom, 
In  thefe  forgetful  realms  appear, 
Deep  forrows  fiil  the  difmal  tomb^ 
And  hope  fiiall  never  enter  there. 


HY\4N  VL 

A   HYMK    ON    FSALY.S  CXLIV, 

LOPvD,  what  is  man  ?  £y  nature  haU^ 

His  body  fornvd  of  clay  ; 
Which  fierce  difearcs  oftafiTaiij 

And  haften  its  decay. 

Lord,  what  is  man  ?  By  fm  defil'd, 

Corrupt  in  every  parr  ; 
How  dark  his  mind,  perverfe  his  wi!!. 

And  obdurate  his  heart  ? 

Lord  what  is  man  ?  by  grace  reftor'd^ 
His  mind  and  will  renew 'd  ; 
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Formed  in  the  image  of  his  Lord, 
With  hea v'nly  gifts  endu'd. 

Lord,  what  is  man  ?  To ^/or;^  brought 

Ofendlefs  blifs  the  heir  ; 
Whofe  joys  exceed  the  power  of  tho't, 

Or  language  to  declare  ! 

O  biefs  the  Lord,  my  foul,  whofe  grace 
Such  wondVous  deeds  performs ; 

And  puts  fuch  glorious  comclincfs 
On  poor  polluted  worms  ! 

HYMN  VII. 

IMPORTUNATE  PR  AY£R,PREV  ALEN  T  WITH 
GOD. 

THE  Lord,  who  truly  knows 

The  heart  of  ev'ry  faint, 
Invites  us  by  his  holy  word, 

To  pray  and  never  faint. 

He  bows  his  gracious  ear  : 

We  never  plead  in  \-ain  ; 
Yet  we  muft  wait  till  he  appear, 

And  pray,  and  pray  again. 

Though  unbelief  fuggeft. 

Why  fhould  we  longer  wait  ? 
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Hehids  us  never  give  him  reft. 
But  be  importunate. 

'Twas  thu^  a  widow  poor 
Without  fupport  or  friend, 

Befet  the  unjuft  judges  door. 
And  gain'd  at  laft  her  end. 

And /Lai!  not  Jefus  hear 
His  chofen  when  they  crv  ? 

Yes,  though  he  may  avrhile  forbear, 
He  Jl  not  their  fuit  deny. 

Then  let  us  earneft  be, 
And  never  faint  in  prayV; 

He  loves  our  importunity, 
And  makes  ou'reaufe  his  care. 


THE  KITE;  OR,  PRIDE  MUST  HAVE  A  FALT,. 

r.P^^^  on  a  time  a  pacer  kite 
^  as  mounted  to  a  wond'rousliei«ht, 
Where,  giddy  with  its  elevation,  " 
It  tnus  exp^efsd  feif-admiration  : 
"  5ee  how  yon  crowds  of  gazing  people 
Aamire  my  flight  above  the  (teeple  • 
How  would  they  wonder  if  they  kne'.v' 
AH  tnat  a  kue  like  me  can  do  ? 
Were!  but  free,  Pd  take  a  flight. 
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pierce  the  clouds  bey  ond  their  fight. 
But,  ah  !  like  a  poor  prifoner  bound, 
My  firing  confines  rae  near  the  ground: 
I'd  brave  the  eagle's  tow'ring  wing. 
Might  I  but  fly  without  a  ftring/' 

It  tugg'd  and  puU'd,  while  thus  it 
fpoke, 

To  break  the  ftring — at  laft  it  broke. 
Depriv'd  at  once  of  all  its  ftay, 
In  vain  it  try'dto  foaraway  : 
Unable  its  own  weight  to  bear^ 
It  flutter'd  downward  thro'  the  air  ; 
Unable  its  own  courfe  to  guide, 
The  Vvind's  foon  plung'd  it  in  the  tide» 
Ah  !  foohfh  kite,  thou  hadft  no  wing. 
How  couldft  thou  fly  without  a  ftring? 

My  heart  reply'd,     O  Lord,  I  fee 
How  much  this  kite  refembles  me  ! 
Forgetful  that  by  thee  I  ftand. 
Impatient  of  thy  ruling  band  ; 
How  oft  I've  wifli'd  to  break  the  lines 
Thy  wifdom  for  my  lot  afligns  ? 
How  oft  mdulg'd  a  vain  defirc 
For   fomething  more,  or  fomething 
higher  ? 

"^And  but  for  grace  and  love  divine, 
A  fall  thus  dreadful  had  been  mine/' 
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